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Despite new law,
city will explore
Cone Park insurance

KIRBY KAUFMAN
kkaufman@siouxcityjournal.com

SIOUX CITY | Though
a new state law provides
additional protection to
municipalities for liability
lawsuits, Sioux City of-
ficials still plan to explore
supplemental insurance
for its proposed Cone Park
winter recreation facility in
Morningside.

Matt Salvatore, the city’s
parks and recreation direc-
tor, said most profession-
ally designed facilities have
supplemental insurance,
regardless of protections
under state laws. The de-
cision was made under the
advisement of Sioux City’s
legal department.

“Although the new leg-
islation helps us, we're still
going to explore supple-
mental liability insurance
for Cone Park,” Salvatore
said.

The new state law would
not apply in cases of gov-
ernmental negligence. Gov.
Terry Branstad signed the
bill into law on April 1.

Iowa law previously
provided only a limited
amount of liability im-
munity when someone
is injured on city-owned
property while engaging
in recreational activities.
Sledding was not included
on the list, an omission
that caused some cities
to restrict the activity to
avoid getting sued.

House File 570 removes

all references to specific
activities and instead in-
serts the phrase “recre-
ational activities.

“I think it’s a good im-
provement in our law,”
Branstad told a crowd of
people who assembled in
his formal Capitol office to
witness the bill signing.

Sioux City designed two
sledding hills after a man
who was paralyzed in a
2008 sledding accident in
Sertoma Park sued. David
Rosalez won a $2.75 mil-
lion judgment, of which
the city paid $487,032.

Sioux City could pay
$10,000 to $25,000 per
year for supplemental in-
surance, Salvatore said,
but the amount could be
higher.

Salvatore said a feasibil -
ity study into a winter rec-
reation facility will be fin-
ished by June or July. It will
determine project costs,
amenities and whether the
city should contract a pri-
vate company to manage
the facility.

In a phone survey in Oc-
tober, 67 percent of city
residents who responded
said they wanted outdoor
winter recreation for Cone
Park, a new facility to be
built with a $200,000
bequest from Ruth Cone
upon her death in 1981.
The gift has grown to about
$2.5 million while the city
searched for a suitable lo-
cation.
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The site of the proposed Cone Park is shown on Nov. 20 in
Sioux City. City officials are looking into liability issues if the
city builds a winter recreation park at the site.
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