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Lone Ski

Area

To Open

By JEFFREY MILLS

LYNCH, Ky. (AP) — Ken-
tucky’s only ski area is sched-
uled to open for its first full
season Friday with $50,000
worth of new equipment in-
stalled atop Big Black Moun-
tain, the state’s highest peak.

Lonesome Pines Ski Area in
Harlan County, which was open
for three weekends at the end
of last winter, has added its
first permanent building and in-
stalled lights on the beginners
slope, Dr. Kenneth Wier, presi-
dent of the Black Mountain
Corp., which developed the fa-
cility, said,

“We have been getting a lot
of rain lately. But if the wea-
ther favors us we will be open
on Friday,” Wier said.

The new building will be used
as a ski rental building and
warming area. A trailer used
last year as a warming hut has
been converted to a pro shop
for retail sale of merchandise.

The rental building s
equipped with 200 pairs of rent-
al skis, up from 50 last year.
The beginners slope is four,
times as large as it was last
year, Wier said. There is also a
new wire cable rope tow.

Two snow-making machines
will again augment the snowfall
on the 4,140-foot mountain,

The ski area was opened last
February after tourism special-
ists at the University of Ken-
tucky Extension Service had
pronosed the facility.

Data showed that skiers
could expect about 120 days a
vear, with the help of artificial
snow. Then 10 investors formed
the Black Mountain Corp., in-
cluding four medical men work-
ng in a clinic in Lynch.

Now the eroup has exoanded
fo 18 investors and Wier said
further olans are being made
for exnansion. “We’re trying to
imnrove the facilities as ranid-
Iv as possible to make it better

for skiine. Eventually, we'd
modations

:‘hilui\eent trll the sloves. and we
enlarsing the big slope
next year,” Wier said.

§

Copyright © 2022 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News’

Lemm



