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Priest focused on youth
to bring parishes closer

By JEFF WOOD
Times Staff Writer

LITTLE FALLS — Major chal-
lenges faced the Rev. Ed énmuher
when he was assigned to his first two
parighes.

In 1945, at St. Mary's Church here,
the 27-
fnced w1th the clullenge of build-

between segments of a re-
eently me! tion.
At Sartell, in 1950 pastor Ra-

muherhadtheulkofstuﬂngthe
new St. Francis Xavier

Runlchermstbothchallenlu in
an unusual way.

He organized winter sports areas,
whenuhmifli:: ?uld enjoy outdoor
recreation of charge, ing to
involve them in their parish.

When the French and German
Catholic churches in Little Falls
merged in 1945, there was much dis-
enchantment and discord.

Then along came a newly ordained
Rﬂﬂt, fresh from Pontifical College

hinum in Worthington, Ohio.
h the help of the putor. the

T. Keaven
nhout huhng wouns; and bmldma
bonds within the congregation.

“I said, 'Monsignor we h.nve to do
nmethmc to get these people -
over lunch at

er,’ " Ramacher recall
th% Pine Edgelltm Monday,

o get e together, Ramacher
decided to focu.l on the youth of the

col tion.
mday in the winter of 1945,

Ramacher, on the spur of the mo-
ment, drove a group of teen-agers out
into the countryside east of Little

fﬁllls in search of a good tobogganing

They discovered the ideal spot on a
farm owned by Andrew Jarosh, four
miles southeast of Little Falls.

Throwing himself into the project,
Ramacher work parties to
build tobaggan slides on the natural,
tree-covered hills at the Jarosh

nr—oidn.imtputorm farm.

"l‘he Little Falls people were g'rent
cher said. "1{?'4 do anythi
you'd ask."

A notice in the Little Falls Daily
Transcript announced the opening of
“Winter Wonderland.”

The following Sunday, approxi-
mately 100 people braved tem ra-
tures of 13 below zero to slide
hills, Merchants su tghedhot dnplmd
hamburgers Sis-
ters of thtle Falls provided hot
chocolate.

The project mushroomed in the suc-
ceeding weeks and months to include

| skiing, permanent
rum, ice lhting on a blue-dyed rink,

and toboggan tow, a 72-by 24

foot lodge and eventually, incor-
poration.
By 1948, Winter Wonderland was

no longer a project, but big
business for community of Little
Falls.

"Of course we put Little Falls on the
map in those days. We had beautiful
parades with all the area queens,” Ra-
macher said

In January of that year, the first
Winter Wonderland carnival was
held. Six thousand people turned out
to watch an ice show put on by the
Minneapolis Figure Skating Club and
the crowning of the first Miss Wonder-

land, Ione Hall,
mentator

In January of 1949, 15000wereon
hand to watch Bebe Shnpp. Miss
America of 1948, crown Jean Lindell
of Brainerd as Miss Wonderland.

oTtel;l;di same winter, Ramacher was
v nnesota’s outlt&ndml
man of the ywnndvmn theyw:s
by then Gov. Luther

In 1950, Ramacher was tmnlferrad
to Sartell to help establish the new St.
Francis Xavier parish.

With the dri force behind Win-
ter Wonderland gone, the recreation
area faltered.

"When I left, there was such a hole
they couldn't keep it going. I hadn't
dalegnud much responsibility so there
wasn't enough people around who
kn;;v;hltl to do,” er said.

og
lnn,wucuotd?:hllfmdmowdtoa
gite north of Little Falls by the Jay-
cees, who wanted Winter Wonderland

WCCO radio com-

closer to town, according to Ra-
acher.

Soon after, the Winter Wonderland
pm&ect faded and died out.
inter Wonderland in Little Falls
had reached its zenith just as a new
and different winter sports area —
this one in Sartell — was ready to

open.

For Sartell's St. Francis Xavier par-
ish, Ramacher’s winter sports area
idea proved to be a rallying point, a
drawing card for the parish.

Winter Huven as it came to be
called, had of the same features
as Winter Wonderland — free family
entertainment in nature's play-

ground.
And the loving touch of the Rev. Ed
Ramacher.

[

dubbed the Ski Esta
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