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P TR ey E

Ski areas add facilities, hope for snowner season

By BenKern
Staff Writer

Rambling along but not always singing a song (last
season was a tough one), Upper Midwest ski-area
operators are girding themselves for the season ahead.

New chairlifts are going up at Wild Mountain (Taylors
Falls), Trollhaugen (Dreuer Wis.), Powder Ridge
(Kimball, Minn.), Blackjack (a new area at B

Mich.), Whitecap (Iron Belt, Wis.) and Mt. Kato, the new
name for a reshaped Ski-Haven (Mankato).

The owners of Afton Alps, having developed their St
Croix Valley property east of St. Paul with 17 chairlifts
and three chalets, bought Ski-Haven from its founders,
the Harvey L. Andersens and son Jim.

The Alpers (Paul and Bob Augustine and Tom Furlong)
have regraded slopes, built a 110- by 40-foot two-story
chalet and installed three chairlifts, two four-seaters and
atwo-seater

Blackjack, between Big Powderhorn and Indianhead in
Upper Michigan, is ready to go after nearly 10 years of
development under Tom Steiger, son of Paul Steiger,
Bessemer lumberman who has a substantial interest in
Big Powderhorn.

Its summit stands almost 500 vertical feet above the
junction, at its base, of Jackson Creek and the Black
River (hence the name "Blackjack ). Lift capacity (three
double chairs, two rope tows) is about 3,600 skiers an
hour. The area has 12 runs, the longest a mile, and
complete customer service.

Another new Upper Midwest ski area, which briefly
opened a run on a limited basis last season, should be
ready for more customers this year with a big chalet,
sncwmaking to the top of its 500-foot vertical rise, a
chairlift, a Pomalift and a new 20-unit motel between the
chalet and Hwy. 61. It's the Coffee Mill in the Mississippi
River valley at Wabasha, below Frontenac.

A Frontenac spokesman said he hopes Coffee Mill will
help stimulate movement of more skiers in that direction
Frontenac is adding to its rentals and introducing a new
family pricing policy. as are a number of other areas

Foursseater chairlifts, usually called "four-place,"
carrying four skiers abreast as they move uphill, are
gaining ground this year. Trollhaugen and Wild Mountain
each has added another, making four at two areas about
15 miles apart on opposite sides of the St. Croix.

Nevertheless, the T-bar is not going out of style. New
ones are going in this season at Porcupine Mountain on
the Lake Superior south shore northeast of Ironwood,
Mich., and at Christie Mountain. Christie is a new area
that opened last year east of Hardscrabble and
northwest of Bruce, Wis. It also has added two new runs.

The builders and carpenters have been quite busy

Detroit Mountain, near Detroit Lakes, Minn., has a new
lodge, bar and lounge

Sky Line Ski Area at Devil's Lake, N.D, has a new

Roundup continued on page 2F
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Her down-filled ski jacket has an appliqued Indian
motif on white on the back and matching bib
pants. His green vest with trim of rust and orange is
worn over a coordinated sweater. (For name of
store, call Shopper's Service, 372-4373, between
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.)
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