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Slalom Racing Reaches
New High In Trickery

l— By LLOYD BORG |

HEN a crouching skier zooms
flags zig-zag down
hill, you're watching one of winter's fastest growing
sports. Slalom racing has given the skier new thrills
nnd skills, AND QUITE A FEW SPILLS.

Slalom (from "sla” for slope and “lom® for track rom.
ning) is based on the idea of clearing an ohatacle, and iv &
sort of eroquel in ihich the skier takes the place

of the ball that skims through the w'ckets.

Slalom wickets are gates formed by two flags placed too
Plose together, between which n sinlom contestant tries to pass
nt high speed.

“The sig-zag pattern of the fags placed down the side of &
Will Is 50 arranged the skier must sharply turn a8 he appronches
the flags or immediately afterward, in order to be able to go
through the next series of flags,

Uniike roaring down milelong mountain sides, Twin City
kders must content themselves with hills less than 300 feet In
plevation. Because of this, sialom racing in
this ares has reached & new high in ski trick.

ery.

Gates In the slalom courses have boen set
rlose 50 us to squeese in sufficlent flushes, hair.
pins and corridors hefore the base s reached.
[This has received some criticlsm, but It has
taught the Twin City skier how to control his
six foot skis in the tightest corners.

SLALOM RACING IS INTERESTING
TO SPECTATORS.

Usunlly the course 1s lalf out over an open
slope sa the entire run may be observed. Spee-
tators line the course, roating for thelr tem
and filling the hillside with moans when an
laver anxious racer misjudges  set of flags and
imust retrack on to the course.

*

Slalom racing began & fow years ago in the
midwest. With the spurt of reereational ski.
new thrills were discovered In slalom rac-
ing. In 1839, slalom racing was organized in
jthe Twin Citles. Up until that time clubs held
imeets, but there wan liille co-operation. Hut
with the growth of clubs, there wasn't enough
weelends tn give every club a chance for &
meet. That year, a skl racing council was
ifarmed by the Twin City clubs to cooperate on
three major meets ench yeor, Immediate in-
terest was shawn, and today more than a hun.
dred aklers participated in each meet starting in
the morning and continuing long after the sun

Maost Minneapolls skiers started their troin-
ing at Wirth or Columbia park, where the

[ A slalom course
Despite the lack of hills, Tucin City si- skier speed and quick
ers have made thorough use of whatever types of terrein.

Park board taught the fundamentals of skilng.
Lighted hills gave the skiers apportunities to
practice nightly. Classes are held once & week
under direction of Helen Slocum of the park

Moon Valley, located across the Minnesola

Twin
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river from Shakopes an highway No. 7, s &
popular rendezvous. The hills are lghted and
& tow pulls you to the top of the hill where
you may glide down into & vast bowl.

Further north, near Hopkins, the Lone lake
club has its private chalet and tow. Anather
and fastest hill will be found five miles be-
yond Minnesota river on Lyndale South, better
known ns Buck Hill, where the University and
Bush Lake ski club are hendquartering. Bark-
er's Alps ot Bayport, near Stillwater, 1 &
goad slope for recreational skiing.

The North Star elub hns its tow and chalet
on one hall the hill. Dewn the St. Croix river,
at Afton, the Moundsylew club has discovered
new hills that compare favorably with the New
Brighton hill that was taken over by the munk

m skier, started
on tightly taped

tion plants.

A Stillwater, the St Crofx ski club practioes
#t Perch Lake, Near Hastings, the Knob Hill
club han m chalet and tow. Bush Lake hill,
sauth of the Normandale road near the Shak-
apeo rond, I good.

80 . . . YOURE TINED OF THE
HILLS AROUND THE TWIN CITIES!

in 1939—won the
ankle.

Well, pack your skis and skl wax and hie
yourself off to La Crosse where its snow bawl
han become m mecen for Chicago and Twin
City skiers. You'll find & tow and a chalet and
wvery type of trall and slope imaginnble,

‘Wausau, Wis, Is another well populated skl
center. Many Twin City wkiers are trekking
to Fort Willinm, too.

hy Minneapolis Skiers Are Tops

swift and determined action.  Be firm, stead.
fast and practical,

A ehild born on this day will have great ver
satility, energy, ndaptability and resourceful.
ness, which may be climaxed In publia sezvice.
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