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= Few people to break the*quiet I

Rock festival: peaceful

the area Friday and skies remained dark

and misty Saturday while officials revised

their crowd estimate lo a maximum of 2,000

—if the weather clears. (Sunday News photo)
’ . =

BOGGED DOWN . . . About the only
movement at the Singing Hills ski resort
at Preston was removing cars and vans
stuck in ankle-deep muck. Rains showered
gt 53, P

By DAVID C. McKAY
Sunday News Staff Writer

PRESTON Minn. — The
Shanti Peace Festival sure
is peaceful.

The large crowd the pro-
moter expected and the
trouble the local sheriff ex-
pected haven't happened.

In this misty little fown in
Fillmore County, a handful
of rock festival goers danced
a ¢kater's waliz through
clay muck Saturday, hoping
the weather would elear
enough to start the music.

What promoter Jack
Bauer had called “a peace
festival with religious over-
tones” and predicted would
draw 15,000 persons turned
into a soggy failure by the
third day.

One of the festival wark-
ers predicted Saturday only
about 2,000 spectators could
be expected if the sun shone
on the 200-acre Singing Hills
ski resort outside downtown
Preston.

But the sun wasn't shining
on about 20 people found

huddled around¢ campfires,
tents and sleeping bags
early Saturday while thick
fog and steady mist shroud-
ed the grassy field.

“If they start playing like
they're supposed to,” said
Miss Mary Ellen Maher, 21,
La Crosse, Wis.,, "“we'll
stay."

Her f{riend, Miss Mary
Swertfeger, 21, also agreed
to stay if a band took the
stage. They had been at the
festival grounds only a short
time but already said they
were cold and wet from sit-
ting on the ground.

A Quad Citfes, Towa, weld-
ar-old Rob Luff, de-
the promoter was
“ripping off the people” by
not delivering on the $§5-per-
day admission charge

One of the groups expect-
ed to appear was the Byrds,
but not the internationally
known group some of the
spectators had come Lo see.
Luff and a few of the other
men standing around a

small wood fire were disap-

GRIM WATCH . . . It was a lonely wait for a small group of spectators  sons didn't show. People waited in a steady mist Saturday for the rock bands
at the Shant! Peace Festival, Preston, Minn., where the expecled 15,000 per- 1o begin playing.

pointed. “They just can't
do something like that,”
Luff said. “They can, but
they're ripping off the peo-
ple.”

From the other side of the
fire, a young man shivered
in the cold as a drizle start-
ed, “'Oh, this feels unreal.”

Fillmore County Sheriff
Carl Fann tried to keep the
festival out of the town of
1,500. When he failed to in-
voke a county ordinance
against it, he brought in 40
auxiliary  police  olficers
from Mower and Olmsted
counties to deal with any
problems with the crowd he
was told to expect.

By Saturday the depart-
ment had had no calls about
trouble at the festival
grounds, though the auxil-
iary force stayed just in
case,

Early Friday the Preston
City Council passed a
lengthy ordinance designed
to prevent any similar
events there in the future.
Police spent their time
crulsing the area and en-
forcing a no-parking ban
along the road in both di-
rections leading to the re-
sort.

Don Carlson, 24, and
Mitch Millen, 19, bath of St
Charles, Minn., arrived
Thursday night, the opening
day. “We've just been wait-
in'™ Carlson said as they s
on the ground.

They had been sleeping in
a 1830 Chrysler without heat
or radio. During the days
they took off the chill with
sips from a boltle nearby.

Luff was on his way into
Preston after the fireside
group took up a collection to
buy liquor for & waiting
party, He said they would
enjoy the wait even if the
bands didn't play

“It'N be a good weekend
for me anyway,” he said, “1
don't think I'm out any

Cootinned on page 13a)
Rock festival

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News



