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A VIEW FROM THE TOP — Several
towers that will carry a double chair-
lift at the Coffee Mill Ski Area stand
barren of cable and the unfinished
chalet at the base of the hill still

the Mississippi River and the Chip-

pewa river valley in Wisconsin.
The hill is the Coffee Mill Ski Area,
Course

adjacent to Coffee Mill Golf

which is on a high bluff overlooking
the river. Richard Kastler of
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awaits _installation of windows and
doors. The cables will be strung in the
next few days and work on the chalet
should finish before the ski hill's
planned Dec. 15 opening. 04 Y

Rochester, a partner in the consulting
engineering firm of Wallace, Holland,
Kastler and Schmitz, is the owner of
the 500-acre area.

Kastler’s 19-year old son, Kevin,
will manage the hill and is now
supervising construction work on it.

‘Though Dec. 15 has been set for the
opening of at least one run, Kastier
said the date is actually quite
tenative, depending on construction.

RIGHT NOW, the hill is a dry,
sandy, rutted slope. Bare towers have
no cables connecting them. The chalet
is a hollow octagonal building with
doors and windows missing. A 2I-
room motel, scheduled for completion
later in the ski season, is only now
getting its roof.

But things will be moving fast in
the next month, Kastler said. A
person coming to the hill once in each
of the next four weeks would see a
different sight each time, he said.
Machines to smooth the hill should
arrive any day, he said. A Vermont
specialist in stringing and splicing
cable was to be at work today. And
workers can work inside the chalet
any time since it is already enclosed.

MOST SKIERS WHO use the hill
should come from the Rochester,
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Winona and Eau Claire, Wis., areas,
he said.

Coffee Mill also could attract
northern skiers during January and
February when they might not want
to tangle with temperatures 10 to 15
de%rees lower than in this region, he
said.

The hill itself is actually the
reverse of many ski hills which are on
rounded hills with chalets on top and
runs spreading out from the chalet.

Coffee Mill is built on a large,
ravine-like slope. Runs are spread out
on top and converge at the chalet on
the bottom.

The vertical rise is 489 feet,
Kastler said, with the longest run
stretching more than 4,000 feet. A
double chairlift and pomalift will take
skiers to the top of different slopes. A
lift ride to the top of the longest run
and skiing down should take some 15
minutes, he said.

PIPES ALREADY ARE in and a
compressor has been purchased for
use in making artificial snow.

Because of the length of the longest
run, no artificial snow will be made on
it if there isn't any natural snow
before Dec. 15.

Food will be available at the chalet

,and a ski patrol will be on duty.

Lessons will be available.

When the ski hill opens this season,
there will be three runs ready for
skiers — a beginners' slope and two
different-sized intermediate slopes.

When the entire area is developed
in five years, as is planned, four more
runs will be added, catering to ad-
vanced and hotdog skiers.

COFFEE MILL OWNER — Richard
Kastler of Rochester, Coffee Mill Ski
Area owner,, stands at the choltom,, | -hottom pivot point for the cable

Scenic Wabasha Ski Hill Among State’s Longest

By JOHN WEISS
Post-Bulletin Staff Writer
WABASHA — What will be the
state’s newest and one of its longest
ski hills will open here around Dec. 15
on a scenic slope overlooking the city,

With the present three runs,
Kastler said the area can accom-
modate some 600 skiers per day.
From 15,000 to 20,000 skiers could use
the three slopes during a full season,
he said. With all seven runs in
operation, that number could reach
50,000, he said

The idea of building a major ski
hill here didn't suddenly hit Kastler —
it sort of sneaked up on him

THE PROJECT BEGAN some 10
years ago as an extension of the
building of the golf course

After the course and peripheral
housing development got under way,
the group that owned the area decided
to build a ski hill on the remaining

Viedlis
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\ermmal of the overall chairlift sys-
tem. The large wheel will be the

land.

However, a shortage of incoming
funds by the group halted it and the
project was “‘on ice” for about five
years, he said. While it was on ice,
Kastler bought the area.

Then, in 1975, he started it again
with renewed financial backing. When
everything is complete, the project
could cost more than $1 million.

When asked why he decided to
build a ski hill, Kastler said it wasn't
because it is an outstanding invest-
ment. True, the area is an invest-
ment, he said. But if he was only after
a good investment, he said, he

Lake Sampling
Procedures
Being Altered

By JOHN WEISS
Post-Bulletin Staff Writer

Methods of taking water samples
in Silver Lake for tests made for the
Rochester Public Utility Department
will be changed to avoid recurrence of
the Oct. 30 incident in which at least
10 Canada geese were killed.

A motorboat used in visiting nine
sampling sites on the lake every four
hours for a 24-hour period spooked
almost all the 20,000 geese on the lake.
Some flew into nearby power lines or
poles and were killed. Many others
were injured.

The 24-hour water temperature
test, being made once a month to
determine the effects of warm-water
discharges from the \Silver Lake
Power Plant, were suspended
a review of sampling methods.

The department is applying for a
variance from Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (PCA) thermal dis-
charge standards. Test results will be
used as evidence in public hearings on
the variance request

About two weeks ago, officials of
the Utility Department, Department
of Natural Resources (DNR), U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and PCA
met to discuss the problem.

The Utility Department, DNR and

See WATER Page %4
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