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New ski area \

THE COFFEE MILL Ski Area will open for business in
December in Wabasha, officials announced this week.

The opening is tentatively set for Dec. 15 but will depend
upon the progress of construction during the next three
months.

Several trails have been cut but just three are expected
to be in use during the coming winter in the development,
which is located adjacent to the Coffee Mill Golf Course.

Richard Kastler of Rochester is the developer of the
area, which will have a vertical drop of 500 feet and ski
runs in the 4,000-foot range.

The area will open with a 3,480-foot double chair and
pomalift. A chalet will be constructed and food service,
rentals and a ski school will be available, Snow-makmg
equipment will be installed in time for the coming season
and a 21-unit motel is expected to be ready at the end of the
year,

Kastler's 19-year-old son Kevin is expected to be named
the manager of the facility.

The area is about a 90-minute drive from the Twin Cities
but Kastler believes the bulk of Coffee Mill's business will
come from the Winona, Rochester and Eau Claire areas.

The ski area will be the first new facility to open in the
Twin Cities area with private capital since Birch Park
opened in 1966.

An area at Duluth, Spirit Mountain, was developed with

public money and is mumcxpally owned
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