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Ski Club’s 23-Year Dream Coming True
At French Rapids Winter Playground

A 23-year dream is coming|
true at French Rapids in thei : ;
Memorial~Forest at the Bl:ain-|
erd-Crow Wing County Munici-
pal airport. |

A winter sports area is tak-|
ing shape there which sponsors'
hope will enable the Brainerd
area to become a leader among
the Minnesota winter sportsl
centers, |

When several hundred resi-!|
dents of the area attended the!
grand opening of the winter
sports lodge there last Sunday
they found two ski slopes, a ski
|tow and a comfortable lodge in
|0perati0n.
| By next year, the Brainerd
Ski club, which operates the sd‘;
center, hopes to be able to a
outdoor lights, a second ski tow' *
for the children, a fireplace in
the lodge, an ice-skating rink.‘
and a ski jump.

As soon as possible, the ski
| club plans to apply to the
Central United States Ski as-
sociation for a membership
- which would make ski meets
possible here. ol ey |

The club estimates that $20,-|
000 worth of improvement al-i
|ready has been done at thei
French Rapids site, with much;
of the labor and materials be-|
ing donated. |

The -Ski club was first|
founded here in 1930 and has|
|had its ups and downs since. The
ipresent development, however,
surpasses any previous accom-|
plishment of the club and offi-|
cials believe .they are now on|
the way to a permanent winter|

| P e, i
sports program. | ; ; i
Louis Knutson headed the ““‘" s -

1930 club with Jacob Presttun, WINTER PLAYGROUND-—This is the ski tow at the French
as secretary and G. C. Flaata as| Rapids playground which is being developed near the airport.
treasurer. The club that year| Scores of Brainerd area individuals and firms have contrib-
built a large ski sliderat the| uted to the project, which now appears to be taking per-
Horseshoe Lake hill, but the fol-| manent form. Grand opening of the spotts lodge was held
lowing spring a tornado demol-| Sunday. The lodge was constructed from two bex cars given
ished the slide completely. | fo the Ski club by the Northern Pacific railroad. The area
The club was then inactive] now has two skislopes in use and hopes to add outdoor lighss,
for several years. Il was freor.| . & children’s ski 1ow, a'ski jump and an ice-skating rink next
ganized and incorporatéd in| Yyear.
1939 with Jacob Presttun as| . N9 B —
g:ﬁi:gg:: Jé:m(e:s CF;-?:;?: :: ‘;l,c: -of the club, won the Sedlock llo become inactive again. !
retary, and Einer Anderson, 1umPing trophy that year, It was reorganized a second|
| treasurer. The following year anolhe:“nme in 1948 under the sponsor-
The club that year con.#sanctmnod tournament was held ship of the Brainerd Exchange

| structed a ski slide at Boom |here with jumpers from all parts cjuyh-which has furnished consid
lake and the following year a {of Minnesota taking part. ferable money since then to help

skiing tournament, sane- | The club then purchased 40 the club get started. Presttun

| tioned by the United States |acres of land and erected a ski has been one of the main pro-|

| Central Ski association, was tow at the Horseshoe lake hill | SKI CLUB

| held on March 3. Maurice north of the present airport. The U

| Cain, preseni vice president |war, however, forced the club/  Continued on Page 2
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