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By JOHN WEISS
PastBalletin Stafl Writer

Speed has been added to Minne-
sota downhill ski areas.

Mot only will snow be
er and more
2t one Bl = Spiri
Duluth — skiers can
faster in covered

Grooming machiries are the
most significant change for Minne-
sota ski areas, according 10 a sur-
o of many of the hills

ew groomers can turn cruchy,

n-y snow into instant
rate unheard of several years -n
according to operators.

In addition to being more effi-
out

made fast
uickly, but

tain in
to the top

cient at ch it top-quality
snow, new machines are
Iaster and can handle meper il
50 some of the expert runs w
gelting an improved daily t-remx.
operalors of several Minnesota ski
areas sai

Several Minnesota hills also are
a greater nnmber of
ng guns so more
can be shot out quicker wl hia e
need arises. Other hills have also
made !Ignlﬁunl lighting mrmu
ments 5o skiers can ski
each

F‘ilu].ly, skiers al Spirit Moun-
tain will be able to ride to the
in covered lifts, the third such
tem in the country. And at Coffee
Mill Ski Area in Wabasha, an addi-
tional lift station has been added,
meaning thal skiers can get onto
an existing lift sooner without pol-
ing acress the long flat to get to
the loading platform

Reports on additions or improve-

ments to hills in Minnesota a

B Welch Village in Weleh h add-
ing special adult and senior citizen
programs to give those groups dis-

counts on certain days. It also has
resurfaced_its area and
added additi lighting, Including
|\|hu for Chicken, an expert run
reason for those mmlunn- is
mal “people are service vnr
penpl .08 YOE S
spou.-omm for | Welch vmu;
, mare skiers are reaching ex-

“Skiers today lit-
erally call up and
ask you what you are
using to groom. They
are that spoiled.”
Tom Athmann
Powder Ridge ski
area

pert status and have more
cated gear so they demand
conditions, Hawkinson sai
Hills also are increasing their
efforts to llﬂr\ul mnu hennners
into the bﬂlzr fa-
cilities. wch more
competition now Tor the entertain:
ment dollars,” she said. Also, iy
gitls are getting into high
sparu and people are
clubs or \ulchm
mnvaes lny time on Vi
mi and seven
IL(IA !Ll ldlllf- weekend rate is §19.
M Coffee Mill Ski Area in Waba-
sha has w:d!n!d 0O'Chute, the
steepest slope in the Midwest. “It
is going to !lnlilhu said Ke-

ter

gmnln]
vorite

Pattison, manager of

Photo by Merle Dalen
in Rochester,

Mike Ski and_§
and Jerry Schilep, owner of Tyrol, display several of the newest
jieces of downhill skiing equipment — internally adjustable

skis with shock absorbers.

Lighter and faster is
rule in new eqmpment

By JOHN WEISS
Post Bulletin Saff Weiter

In the last 10 years, the bi
tnan;u in downhill equipment

have been in skis wil
snythetic materials and boots tha
belter fit the skier.

For cross country ﬂnn;
changes have re basic
dramatic — l“l lmi
leather boots of a ago are
pow super Clight synthetic sk

boots that follow suit. Most recent-
Iy, racing um are getting shorter
and poles longer because racers
are being converted en masse to
the “skating technique.

Jerry Schliep, owner of Tyrol Ski
and Sports here, said skis are be-
coming faster and better due
largely to new materials. The
newest twist is shock on
tips or the body of the ski lllal 1]::
& smoother run and allow -
ter turns because they muu Vibra.
tions that make parts of the ski
leave the

lhe'mod

Mike Pattison, manager of Ty
rol, said changes in downhill equip-
ment bave been gradul Every
few years, ski mi ol
with omething  litte bit err
e said. At thal time, b figures the
ski can’, et any betet. But sure

t year, they unveil
Taothes twist thabs betler yat, he
sald.

A decade ago boois were ihe
five-buckle variety that allowed no

m] internal adjustment, Pattison
wid Todsy, bunu e e internally
adjustal not only

vy the r\nl fit Nl lﬂlul the fit o
ir skiing nyl- They can even
them for the fi

oasen
i tghian them down, whin 1
ers want (o race later in the day,
he said

ter boots are also something
ible that skiers can see, he

With new skis and boots, skiers
can go faster and safer with more
comfort, he said.

Terry Grier, owner of North-
woods Outfitters here, said a de-
cade ago, wood
skis anc
rule. The 1970 O
the world to fil
lney hadn't really caught on six

ter. But soon after
lmud | gy Enbad

bewildering
vlll!l of cores made of fiber-
glass, honeycombed aluminum and
resin-coated p-per

New varieties ronger and
lighter. In fact, a neur racing ski
ulm less than an average shoe,

bout a pound each, he said.

Those skis are - all, !llec

Live on the better- Frootied ails

er
powder, be said

those who want more primi-
tive trails or like to wack

lll-l are still available.
~course, boots mlﬂ have Lo

-l I otherwise
ll mldlt make as mm.‘h dfhlrr
ence, he said. And sure enough

: boots are synthetics or treated

Inu recently, racing
J"lhm‘In much Y
"4
--y u 2ip along. Skating Is 4
lo lekrn, Grier said.
recrea are
trlll

vin Kasler hill manager That run
will be this year td elimi-
nate mguh he sai

Those skiing the Barnstormer
run can get onto the lift at an
int area to avoid having
to ski a long flat, he sa
SR ks A s et and bet-
ter snowmaking that will allow op-
erators to"make snow faster,

said.

‘The hill has nine runs, three lifts
The adult weekend rate, which is
the same as that for all skiers six
and over, is §11

M Mount  Frontenac near Red
Wing has l.ntreand ||.s owma

ey
ll.sl‘lls ]ts adull. erkv

1 think we have the biggest
um.. n the Midwest in our new
Palricia Peterson.
smm ' Mountsin ;pomn
It is a hi schable
covered quad” L that ‘goes (ivee
times faster than most exis
lifts. The hill added the deluze Iift
because it also extended some runs
by o8 many 12 1000 fet. ‘e fet
Iiul when we extended the
e needed something to elimirate
the walt. for the lifs she said
‘The beginner run has ben length-
ened and widened, she added
The hill has 18 runs and five
lifts. The weekend and holiday
adalt sate is §17
@ Giants Ridge in Biwabik,
which has been expanding rapidly
under new owners and a
lllr ‘one of the best cross country
ies in the area, has two addi-
tional downbill runs cach with 3
50-foot. vertical drop. The longest
o the-two 1s.3.00 fcet long. O s
for intermediate skiers. the other
Iwr qumedI te-advanced
cross country skiing, the fa-
clllly has lenglhened trails o they
jwabik and Auro-
.uo-mg Skiacni 5 tay ouar!
t,in those towns — Giants
Ridge has o overnight facillies
for most skiers — and ski directly
onto the 40-kilometers of, rails 3t
Giants Ridge.
The hill has nine runs and three
mu n|= weekend adult rate is $16
fton Alps near Hastings, one
of the langest k1 areas 1 g Mid-
west, has lengthened its chairlifts
after extending several il by a5
much as 80 vertical feet
Like many other hll. i aso has
a new snowmaker
It as 36 runs and 48 lfs. ts
adult weekend rate is $16.
Hill in Burnsville has
added more snow guns and addi-
tional snowmaking capacit
- 10 runs, eight lifts. Its adult week-
end rate is $16
W Wild Mountain in Taylors
Falls has recontoured its norlhern
route and added snowmaking and
lighting. That vun is 4.000 feet long
and is for intermediate skiers

Friday night S p dows
slopes until 5 am. Saturday

It has 22 runs, four large lifts. Its
weekend adult rate is $17

W Powder Ridge in Kimball has
1015 percent more snowmaking
capacily this year, not to mention
remodelled chalet and better
rental equipment
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‘Technology |mproves Minnesota’s ski areas
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int, though, is that
tbe hIlI ha! the new

ooming gear,
“Skiers today literally call up and
a3k you what you areUah

room, They are tha spol
m_Athmann, .a spokesman_for
the facility. They pay.plenty for
ticket and expect excellent snow
for the price, he sai
The weekend adult ‘rate is §14
The hill has 12 runs and six lifts
@ Quanda Mountain near Grand
Rapids features wider slopes, more
snowmaking and a remodelled
Iodge. The longest run, with a ver
tical dro feet, is
more than a half mile long
The hill has 14 runs and several
lifts. The weekend adult rate is $17
W Sugar Hills near Grand Rapids
Idd!d unusual amenities such as
cs classes and a Nautilus |
wugm machine because the hill |§Y
has "golta separate ourselves from
the rest of them.” said Dave Berg:
man
The hill has'23 runs and six lifts
and eight cross country trails. The
adult weekend rate is $17
W Lutsen Mountain in_Lutsen
the largest ski area in the Midwest
bas lenghthencd some major runs
1o the top of Moose Mountain, giv

¥
|

|
| -
ing Lutsen a 1000 foot vertical | ke -
lirnp the mgmﬂ in the Midwest | « g s
Many bills aren?t adding more e Pt
ns because U3 very expensive
20d some hills don't have the land ‘
10 build on, said Harold Piepho. a
spokesman for Lutsen Mountain
e hill has 27 runs and six lifts
Its adult weekend rate is §21

New grooming techniques should make Minnesota ski slopes e
ier and more fun for the whole family.
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North Beach Vacation Club

HC0&, Box 126 Park Rapids, MN 56478

Cross Country Skiers

ne 2 bedroom housekeeping condos. North of
Park Rapis near Hasca State Park

LIMITED SPACE! SPECIAL RATES| CALL TODAY!
) 32

Snowmobilers

Downhill Skiers
Ice Fishermen

RESORT

the modern conw e
bie, M Telemarh and M. O

MARAWARADEN

Nerthwestern Wisconsin's Finest Resort]
Located on Long Loke, Washburn County
o Marawaraden!

o

and discover skiing just minutes away . . .

Whether you's looking for downhill ar cross couniry skiing you're wre 1o

¥ind it a1 Marowaraden. From the moment

dhcavered romething tpecial. immocsionly hapt vocation homes wi o
arelully ipaced amidst the trees Hurdserob

are only minubes oway!

you arrive, you'll know you've

Write - Rt. 1, P.O.

Y 40%
ON WINTER RATES
Act now for free brochure or coll for reservations

Box 228RB, Sarona, Wi 54870
or call (715) 354-3855
Vira & MavterCard Accepted

E CALL \

Will Aid You Inl UR Busines.
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