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" skiers upwards about 470 feet,
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New Facility
Located North
Of Willmar

A

WILLMAR —Ml-
tin facility — the Nérdmarken
Ski Area — if scheduled to open
in Kandiyohi County in the near
future.

The area is nestled in the roll-
inz hills 15 miles straight north
of Willmar “as the erow flies,”
or three miles west of the junc-
tior of Highway 71 and State
Aid Road 9.

The independently-owned ski
area is being develaped by Dr.
Gene Savelkoul of Belgrade and
Ken Dalager and Jerry Branby
of Minneapolis. The three men
are brothers-in-law, and Dala-
ger and Branby are natives of
Glenwood. Their wives are
members-of the Ralph Stewart
family of Starbuck.

Original planning for the huge
project started about three
years ago when the three men
first discussed the project. After
“ceouting . around” for some
time, and touring the area by
car, on snowmobiles and by
foot, Dr. Savelkoul purchased
the land on which tne ski area
is located.

The men cleared a part of the
area last winter and tested its
suitability for skiing. Work o0
opening the area began in earn.
est in May, when the men, per
forming most of the work them-
selves, began building a chalet
and rental shop and installing
two rope tows.

The longest rope tow will pull

while a shorter one will raise
skiers over 200 feet. The ski
run measures about 1,200 feet
at its longest point, with a drop
in elevation of about 170 feet.

Work ‘on the rental shop and
on the interior of the chalet is
nearly “completed. The owners
ex-cctad to complete most of
the work remaining last week-
end.

The opening of the new re-
cra-tien arca depends basically
the weataerman. The men
e ==ct to open the area for pub-
Le skiing as soon as the ground
is suitable — when there is a
four to six inch base of snow on
the ground. |

Upon completion of the pro- |
Ject, the men expect to have |
enough rental equipment on'
hand to completely equip 50
skiers at one time. They antici-
pate that the skiing area will be
able to accommodate from 200
to 250 skiers.

Dalager and Branby, when in
terviewed Saturday, stated that
theit main purpose this year
wili be to “get the doors open”
to acquaint arca residents with
the sport .of skiing. They stafad
emphatically that they do not
intend to “‘import skiers from
all over. We built it “with this |
area in mind,” they saia.

The men also stated that they
hope to establish low enough
rental rates to make it easy for
everyone to rent equipment for
a day.

The new ski run will be the |
only such facility in this part of |
the state, this side of Kimball |
and Detroit Lakes. |
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WILLMAR — A side view of the chalet,

— Tightening a rope tow

ing in‘the background. (Tribune photos by Garry Steberg)

pen Soon

at Nordmarken — Minnesota's newest ski area — are
two of the owners, Jerry Branby, pulling the rope, and Ken Dalager, turning the crank that
controls the tension on the rope, Located in the background is the newly-completed chalet.

, with a part of the skin run, lined by trees, show-

Willmar
Club Calendar

WILLMAR DUPLICATE
BRIDGE CLUB

The Willmar Duplicate Bridge

The owners catimate that they | Club will meet on Friday, Jan-
are personally performing '‘a- UATY 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the St

bout 95 per cent' of the physical |
corstruction work invelved in
the project. |
A special grand opening will |
be held at Nordmarken after |
the area is officially cpened to |
the public. The faciilty is named
after an area of Norway.

Mary's School Auditorium.
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WOMEN'S AUXILIARY TO
WILLMAR FIRE DEPT.
TO MEET TUESDAY

The Women’s Auxiliary td the

|Willmar Fire Department will
{meet on Tuesday, January 9 at

‘Missionary Nurse,
Brother Visit At
‘Prinsburg Home
PRINSBURG — Miss Neva
DeVries, Prinsburg, has com-
‘pleted a two semester and sum-
mer course at Barrington Col-
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West Central Area
Club. Activities

SPICER LEGION AUXILIARY
PLANS MEETING

The Spicer Auxiliary will
meet at the Legion Hall Mon-
day, January 8 at 8 p.m. Hos-
tesses will be Mrs. Gilbert
Rime and Mrs. Lester Rime.

All members are urged to
attend.
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GROVE CITY
HOME EXTENSION

| GROUP WILL MEET

The Grove City Homemakers
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