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Pine Valley

was measured and it met the
necessary height, so an appeal
was launched to Northwest
Paper Company, who owned
the land, in the hopes of finding
training grounds for the fledg-
ling jumping team. Northwest
Paper offered the entire 40-acre
plot to be used for skiing if the
city of Cloquet would accept the
land as a park and pay for a suit-
able insurance program. With
Jithe guidance of the Cloquet
Park Board led by Al Spafford,
plans got under way, with the
skiers themselves cutting brush
and weeds on weekends and
during after-school work
parties.

During one session, Nowak
solicited ideas for names for the
ski area. Because of all of the
towering pines in the area,
someone wrote on a suggestion
slip, “Let’s call it Pine Valley!”
Nowak liked the name, and it
stuck.

In the fall of 1961, the skiers
themselves erected a temporary
wooden ski jump, and high
school coach Herb Drew was
commissioned to paint the
name on an eight-foot by six-
foot board which was later
nailed to the take-off of the tem-

Sex offender

porary ski jump. A network of
trails through the wooded
acreage of the park was also es-
tablished, and cross country ski-
ing practice began the following
January, coinciding with the
first United States Ski Associa-
tion (USSA) jump meet to be
held there.

A cinder block chalet was
added in fall 1962, much of it
accomplished once again
through donated time and labor,
and lights were added to the ski
jump. The Cloquet Ski Club
was established that same year,
with Nowak paying the USSA
fees for the 15 members out of
his own pocket.

In spring 1963, the local ski
group was able to secure
enough steel to build a 40-meter
ski jump from Duluth Missabe
and Tron Range Railroad as they
dismantled their water towers in
Proctor. An accompanying 15-
meter jump for beginners was
also built adjacent to the larger
jump. That December, it was
Nowak who took the opening
ride on the big jump — and the
rest became history. A slalom
hill with a rope tow was added
as well.

Mike Marciniak joined the
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Cloquet High School coaching
staffin 1963-64 in charge of the
cross country ski team, which
went on to accomplish great
success as well. Marcinak
helped supervise the upgrading
of the trails to accommeodate the
skating technique that became
popular in the 1980s and also
worked to add night skiing to
Pine Valley by helping to de-
velop a lighting system on a
portion of the trails.

As Pine Valley played host
to bigger and more prestigious
events, the chalet was upgraded
in 1971, thanks to a donation
from the Noon Kiwanis Club.
Another primary supporter, the
Cloquet VFW, served as spon-
sor for the annual Cloquet Invi-
tational Jumping and Cross
Country Ski meet for more than
40 years.

It was 50 years ago this
month that the land was trans-
ferred to the city for the ski fa-
cility. In the years following,
local skiers earned their way to
13 state championships in 15
years and garnered for the
northern Minnesota community
a reputation for producing high-
caliber skiers. Ski jumping was
dropped by the Minnesota State

Because Cloquet only has one level 3
offender — Joseph John Couture — not even that
ipolicy applies.

For local mother Tarissa Saice, that’s not good
enough. Saice, who already asked the Cloquet
School District to move her child’s bus stop be-
cause of proximity to a sex offender, is also ask-
ing the city of Cloquet to consider implementing
its own residency restrictions for predatory sex
offenders. Judging by letters and online Facebook
comments, Saice is not alone in her concerns.

Currently, unless a residency restriction is
written into an offender’s release conditions, the
state and the city of Cloquet have zero control
over where a sex offender decides to take up resi-
dence, Although Duluth has adopted residency
restrictions, no towns or cities in Carlton County
have any sex offender laws, according to Carlton
County Sheriff Kelly Lake, who said Moose
Lake did consider such restrictions but never
enforced any.

Depending on who you talk to, restricting
where sex offenders live can be a good or a bad
ithing. Saice would like Cloquet to add restrictions
to its city code, For William Donnay, director of
ithe risk assessment and community notification
unit for the Minnesota Department of Correc-
tions, residency isn't so important.

informing the library staff upon entry of his’her
status as an offender. (Editors note: In last weeks
story the Pine Journal incorrectly identified these
provisions as state law; they are not.)

“It’s an evidence-based perspective we try to
take on these things,” Donnay said, noting that the
state of Towa has enacted a similar law. “This (ex-
clusion zone) offers an alternative to residency re-
strictions that we think is a better approach.”

One of the problems with residency restric-
tions, Cloquet Police Chief Wade Lamirande
pointed out in an interview last week, is the fact
that some offenders simply quit registering if the
restrictions become too severe. Then law enforce-
ment officials don’t know where offenders are.

Statistics also tell a story. According to Don-
nay, approximately 90 percent of sex offense con-
victions are perpetrated by individuals who have
no prior sex offense history and are therefore un-
affected by any residency restrictions. As well, in
approximately 90 percent of sex offenses, the vic-
tim knows the offender. “It’s about relationship,
not residence.” a Donnay background presenta-
tion notes.

Ifthe city were to enact any restrictions, City
Attorney Frank Yetka said officials and residents
would have to make sure any restrictions didn’t
exclude such an individual from living here,

High School League in 1978,
but in the meantime the League
had added skiing sports (cross
country and biathlon skiing) for
girls in 1975. Cloquet’s Patrice
Jankowski won three consecu-
tive individual state champi-
onship titles in cross country
skiing, followed by Barb Unzen
who won an individual state ski
title in 1980. Jankowski also
participated in the 1984 and
1988 Olympic Biathlon compe-
tition, and Steve Flankey repre-
sented the US. in Biathlon in
the 1979 World Junior Champi-
onships and in the 1980
Olympic Team Trials.

Other notables spawned by
the Pine Valley program in-
cluded Mike Randall, who
competed in the 1984 Olympics
in the Nordic Combined event;
Denny Nelson, who joined the
U.S. Biathlon team and trained
in Europe and Alaska; and Dave
and Don Quinn, who finished
first and second in the Ameri-
can Birkebeiner at Telemark.

Many, many other local
skiers distinguished themselves
in regional and state events as
well, with parents and coaches
staging numerous fundraisers to
help defray their expenses.

Today, many accomplished
skiers continue to come out of
the Cloquet Ski Club program,
whose roots and traditions grew
out of those early years at Pine
Valley.

“This facility became a land-
mark on the Cloquet landscape
and earned the city a place in
Minnesota sports history,” stated
an article on Pine Valley written
by Nowak and Tom Urbanski
for the city of Cloquet’s Centen-
nial publication, **Stories of a
Century” “That reputation be-
came legendary in the 1960s
and 1970s”

“Pine Valley has been linked
to many happy memories since
those early days when the steel
ski jumps were built there and
the well-designed chalet was
modernized.” said Nowak.
“Congratulations to the Cloquet
Ski Club and the mothers who
ran the chalet and the lunch
counter, the Park Department
that kept the area up to date, and
mostly to Hank Nelson, the su-
perintendent of Cloquet parks
[at the time it was built].”

Nowak himself played a piv-
otal role at Pine Valley and was
recently awarded his third “Hall
of Fame” award for 65-plus
years of involvement in the
United States Ski Association
(USSA) ski development pro-
gram that has touched the lives
of many youths who later went
on to accomplish success in
their sport, as well as many
more who simply enjoyed the
outdoor sport and all that it had
to offer.

“Mr. Kendalls [of North-
west Paper] donation of land
sparked many people into action
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who later went on to make the
area well known,” reflected
Nowak.

“At a special ski banquet
held in Cloquet in 1960,” related
Nowak, “the past president of
the USSA, Harold Grinden, saw|
an outline of the ski jump
planned for Cloquet and re-
marked, ‘Build that and you will
be practically unbeatable!” And
he was right

Retired teacher and ski coach
Joe Nowak and Cloquet High
School graduate and cross coun-
ny skier Tom Urbanski con-
tributed to this story.
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