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Future ‘Brighf

By W. W. Morgan

As the skiing season draws to
» highly successful close, men
and women with vision, imagina-

=2 tion and cour-
SK| age look to the

the nation’s

most popular

When that time comes, it is
certain that ski areas will remain

time when this
outdoor recrea-

region is one of
__—] tional centers.

the nuclei in the development of |

year-around resorts. Recreational
skiing has an expanding role in

helping Americans rediscover the

near the chalet. Warm weather melted much

of the snow on bunny slope.

|fun ta be had oudoors during

Northern winters. The invigora-
| ting chill of winds sweeping
Fncross snow-covered acres is new
;and exciting to thousands of va-
cationers more familiar with
J breezes nearer the equator.
Those who have studied resort
| prospects can cite stimulating
| figures relating to the nation's
| mounting population, increase in
leisure time, stepped up family
| incomes and the urge to get out-
| doors. Surveys show this region
| has great tourist potential.
Response to these demands is |
being felt in the region. The
number of major ski areas is ex-
pected to be increased from 14

Region Envisioned
As Recreation Leader

to 18 by next season. In addition,
another ski area is being de
veloped near Fort William. Ma-
jor expansions are planned for
several existing areas, along
with correspondingly big develop-
ments to conform with the trend
toward year-around establish-
ments.

Expenditures for which firm
commitments have been made
aggregate several million dollars.
Linked are plans for other sim-
ilar projects not vet ready for
announcement.

Construction has started near
Hill City on the Quadna Moun-
tain year-around resort, which
next winter will operate a ski
area serviced by two T-bar lifts
and a snow-making system.

A few miles distant is the
Sugar Hills Ski Circus near
Grand Rapids. now completing
its second season. Manager
Charles Skinner plans to double
the size of the chalet and add a
third T-bar lift. He has purchased
nearby Otis Lodge, a widely
known summer resort and will
operate it in connection with the
ski area. Expansion plans at the

lodge include a 15-unit motel and |

& swimming pool.

Another Gogebic Range ski
area, called Big Powderhorn
Moutain, is to be ready to serve
the public by next December.

Located between Ironwood and
Bessemer, it will have two
double chairlifts, plus a T-bar
and rope tows and a 12,000-
square-foot chalet.

Tentative plans call for devel-
opment of the now inactive Saw-
tooth Mountain Ski Area near
Grand Marais, site of many al-
pine races a decade ago, into a

winter-summer recreational es-|
Backers expect to|
have the ski area ready for next |
i | materially to the region’s econ-

tablishment.

season.

With the help of the Silver Bay
Chamber of Commerce, Frank
Moschet, a Reserve Mining Co.
employe, is going ahead with
development of an entirely new
ski area a mile north of the vil-
lage. Moschet expects to have

the establishment in operation
next fall.

Construction is to start this
spring in revamping Ely's Hid-
den Valley Ski Area. Major fea-
ture will be installation of light-
ing facilities both on the down-
hill slopes and the ski jumping
area. Other improvements will
include installation of a T-bar
lift and addition of a 30-meter
jump.

Before skiers left the slopes
this spring at Giants Ridge Ski
Area between Biwabik and
Aurora, bulldozers had cleared
out vast new territory northwest
of the new chalet for use by in-
termediates. Electric motors will
replace the present gasoline en-
gines operating the tows and
further development of the chalet
and dormitory is scheduled.

Businessmen of Spooner and
Shell Lake are cooperating to de-
velop a year-around recreational
center which will include the ski
area previously known as Locke-
haven. The 158-acre tract being
developed is about halfway be-
tween the two communities and
adjacent to Highway .

Plans are under way for a
sweeping enlargement of Mt.
Telemark, the region's oldest
ski area. Called a “completely in-
tegrated recreational complex”
by Anthony Wise, the owner, he
evisions a Norwegian-styled vil-
lage to house permanent resort
employes, a tower-type luxury
hotel on top of one of the hills,
an 18-hole golf course, a riding
stable and canoeing facilities on
nearby Nameagon River.

Completion of these projects
and others not yet ready to be
made public will more firmly
establish Duluth as the hub in a
wheel of activity that will add

omic well-being.

With this prospect in mind, the
Ski Breeze says farewell until
the end of the present interrup-
tion of a sport whose devotees
get an emotional lift on a steep
downgrade.
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