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Youth and | age meet happily on the Ski Haven slopes

Mankato, Minn.

Ski Haven, a ski arca a
mile south of Mankato on
County Rd. 66, has a foun-
der who is in his 80s but is
full of youth and fun.

So is the ski area.

Harvey Andersen started
it when he was a young
ski jumper. "I bought the
land without a second
thought; didn't even know
where the money was
coming from," he recalls.

The jump run is still there
but now that hill and oth-
er hills behind it are an al-
pine skier's haven, just as
the name says, with rope
tows running this way and
that.

Now Andersen, at 81, still
active in the electrical
contracting business,
plays old circus calliope
music on the harmonica
and "Home on the Range"'
on the sweet potato in the
area's log cabin chalet,

Dolly Andersen, his wife,
manages the snack bar
and son Jim, owner of
Jim's Sporting Goods in
Mankato, does a lot of
promoting and peripheral
managing, such as enlist-
ing physicaleducation
classes to come in on
school buses from the sur-
rounding area at $5 apiece
for transportation, rental
equipment, lift fee and ski
lesson.

"We wouldn't be hereif it
weren't for Jim," Dolly
said.

The Andersens, whose
ancestors came here from
Denmark, are well known
and deep in what you
might call community in-
volvement.

Two dozen Boy Scouts of
North Mankato Troop 77
camped overnight in tents
in the bowl between the
chalet and the lap of the
Ski Haven hills and did
their own cooking in the
chalet on a recent Friday
night and Saturday morn-
ing.

Their scoutmaster, Rich
O'Brien, teaches world his-
tory to high school jun-
fors. He studies Sioux In-
dian history and names
hikes after the Sioux na-
tions. A while back he
took his scouts on a
week-long 100-mile hike
down the Minnesota River
valley from Granite Falls,
visiting old Sioux battle
grounds and historic sites
along the way. They
camped out and back-
packed without help from
autos or stores along the
way.

During their recent Ski
Haven campout they had
wind problems. The troop
owns its own tents, Mike
Curran, 13; Bill Wittrock
and Jim Bloom, senior pa-
trol leaders, pitched them,
but it's hard todrive met-
al stakes into frozen
ground and there there are
no trees in the snowhowl.
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At about 2 a.m. a big gust
blew the tents down.

Scoutmaster O'Brien said,
"I just pulled the tent
around me and went back
to sleep." The tents are
well ventilated.

Some of the boys re-
pitched theirs but no use,
so they, too, curled up in
their sleeping bags inside
the collapsed tents. In the
morning the wind died
down, the tents went back
up again, breakfast was
eaten, and everyone was
ready for ski lessons and
skiing merit badge tests.

Joe DeGrood, rental shop
runner and area handy-
man at 16, helped outfit
the scouts, and Jim Aklan,
a Mankato Stats biology
senior and director of the
Ski Haven ski school, as-
signed lessons.

One of the intructors, a
hearty leader ("All right,
guys, now everybody use
your inside edges and
skate!") was Dick Gross,
present by unusual cir-
cumstance.

Gross is a railroad loco-
motive engineer and also
ski school director for the
city of Blaine, where he
works at Mt. Lockness Ski
Area on N. Lexington Av.
However, his railroad
schedule takes him regu-
larly to St. James, Minn.,
southwest of Mankato,
where he keeps a car, reg-
ularly drives toa Mankato
hotel and regularly arises
in the morning for a day
of skiing and teaching at
Ski Haven.

There had been some
thawing and refreezing,
which made the snow a
bit clattery on my arrival
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Saturday morning, but
grooming was under way
and the scouts were un-
daunted. Some of them
seemed fascinated to find
the working press on hand.

"You can tell your readers
that I skied downhill six
times and didn't fall
once," sald one. "That's a
direct quote."

The snow improved and a
bus arrived from Gibbon,
Minn., with a load of stu-
dents. The crowd grew
and spread into the pretty
back runs.

The Minnesota Tractor
Pulling Association will
hold its 1st annual Min-
nesota Tractor Pulling
Awards Banquet, 7 pm.,
Feb. 22, at tha Howard
Johnson Restaurant, Inter-
state Hwy. 35W and Hwy.
13, Burnsville, Reserva-
tions to Elden Rath, Ste-
wart, Minn., before Satur-
day. (87.50).

t 2 p.m. today In the
Hennepin County Histori-
cal Society Museum, 2303
3rd Av. S, Ruth Zalusky
Thorstenson, curator and
historian, will talk about
the background and his-
tory of clocks from 1800
to the 1920s. Illustrations
by slides and examples in
the museum's clock room.

A 50-kilometer (about 30-
mile) cross-country ski
race, the Telemark-Birke-
beiner, will be run Feb. 23
from Hayward, Wis, to
Mount Telemark.

Radio trackin gdevices
used in researching the
winter deer herd of Carver
Park Reserve will be de-
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scribed in the Nature Cen-
ter there today,

National Campers and
Hikers Association has set
up atoll-free number,
800-441-9429, for campers
in Minnesota, Iowa, Mis-
souri, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Louisiana and
east of the Mississi

call for information about
places where they can
stay overnight or get help
or service.

Museum Films:
naut" (atomic reactor
being moved in India),
"Jazzoo'" (zoo and orches-
tral spectrums) 2:30 and
3:30 p.m. today, Bell Mu-
seum of Natural History,
17th and University Avs,
SE.

"Jugger-

Touring Films on science
in Sweden and rural Eng-
land near London, 2:15
and 3:30 pm. today,
American Swedish Insti-
tute, 2600 Park Av.

Family fun is the name of
the game, Back to Hacken-
sack, Minn., the name of
the festival Friday through
next Sunday at Hacken-
sack, 179 miles northwest
of Minneapolis on Hwy.
371, sponsored by the
Hackensack Sno-Bos, cel-
ebrating Paul Bunyan's re-
turn to his inamorata
Lucette Diana Kensack,
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Boy Scouts repltched thelr tents after a windy night and
;n;mad out for skl lessons at Ski Haven, near Mankato,
inn,
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® 2 fiber glass
belts stiffen tread
area to reduce
mileage-robbing
tread squirm.

(® 2 polyester
cord plies strength-
en tire body and
help absorb shock
todeliversmooth
rides,
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