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Snowboarding gaining respect in state

By PAUL LIJEWSKI
Times Sports Writer

Tom Grace used to surf the waves of
the Atlantic Ocean near his home in
Virginia Beach, Va. Now, after moving
to St. Cloud last June, he surfs the
white, fluffy, frozen water of which
Minnesota is famous.

Grace had seen snow before moving
to St. Cloud. But it had never stayed on
the ground long enough for him to ex-
periment with it.

Aboutamonth ago, while brousing at
Fi is sporting goods, he noticed a
long, wide ski that reminded him of the
sur?boards he used to ride out east.

“I found out they were used for snow-
boarding,” Grace said. “It sounded a lot
like surgng and I said ‘I can do that.””

So Grace bought a snowboard and
quickly found out how easily he adapt-
ed tolife on the snow. The only problem
gagbﬁnding aplace to practice this new

obby.

Snowboarding is gaining popularity
and acceptance across the nation. But
there remains some ski areas which
still refuse to allow snowboarding on
their slopes.

Powder Ridge, St. Cloud’s nearest
downhill ski area located in Kimball, is
one of those that does not allow snow-
boarding.

Jerry Wahlin, area manager at Pow-
der Ridge, said they are taking a wait-
and-see approach toward the new

sport.
“We've talked a lot about it the last

couple years,” Wahlin said. “I guess
we're just waiting to see how it does at
other areas that are allowing it right
now.

“There is a demand for it,” he added.
“we get a lot of calls about it. Who
knows, we might have it here as soon as
next year.”

But other areas around the state, in-
cluding Eagle Mountain near Grey
Eagle, have already aecepted snow-
boarding as a viable addition to the
downbhill scene.

Quadna Resort, at Hill City, is one of
the leading snowboarding resortsinthe
state — and the nation.

Grace has made the hour and 45 mi-
nute trip to Quadna three times in the
last month.

“We have always allowed snow-
boarding at Quadna,” r Tom
Page said. “We think it is an exciting

growing sport and we have promot-
* Quadna's major selln
a’s major selling point is its
400-foot long, 24-foot wide halfpipe.
Page said they used more than one mil-
lion gallons of water converted into
snow to construct the slope.

“It is exclusively reserved for snow-
boarders,” Pagesaid. “It isshapedlikea
scoop. The snowboarders go up one side
ofthe pipe, do an aerial maneuver, then
godown and up the other side of' thgﬂipe
and do another aerial maneuver. They
do that all the way down the pipe.”

But Page has not seen an increase in
snowboarding injuries as compared to
conventional alpine skiing.
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