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Among cq‘lleges in the snow belt where a student
may graduate “summa cum ski” is the University of Min-

nesota-Duluth, which has its own ski hill right on
campus.

That slope is Rock Hill, and its respectable 225-foot
drop is frequented daily by students and townspeople
‘(j$l lift fee, 50 cents to stu-

ents and faculty). The -

recreational facility, built RALPH

with a federal grant, is .. THORNTON
‘ Ski Country

operated by students. Glen
Kelly, 205-pound football
guard runs the chalet while
lndUSt!:lal education major Art Christenson and physical
education major Al Decker keep the rope tow functioning.

With the slope just two minutes’ walk from the
dormntor;es, a dedicated skier like Debbie Grafslund, 18,
can get in a few runs during a free period.

“You should see the view at night,” said the Min-
neapolis Washburn High School graduate, who is major-
Ing In art at UMD. “It’s fabulous—all of Duluth and

tSu_peri(n‘ spread out below. It’s like being in the moun-
ains.”

_Collegians aren’t the only ones to enjoy the hill. East
High School students Lorraine Hall and Geri Valentine,
both 15, are on hand just about every weekend. “It’s
better than going anyplace else.” Miss Hall admitted,
“because there aren’t big crowds and it’s so inexpensive.”

Weekdays UMD ski coach Ed Lundstrom teaches
physical education classes on the hill and the college owns
100 pairs of boots, 50 pairs of metal fiberglass skis and |,
60 pairs of wood skis available free to class members. |
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