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Viking Valley ski area improved

By Ben Kern
Staff Writer

Viking Valley Ski Area has under-
gone major improvements under the
management of Betty and Les
Bensch.

The area is 35 miles northwest of
Arrowwood Inn and Resort via Inter-
state Hwy. 94 and Hwy. 78, open
Saturdays and Sundays for the pub
lic, running weekdays for groups by
reservation,

The Bensches, in their fourth year of
operation, have doubled the downhill
capacity by adding runs in new di-
rections down a hill that starts well
above the countryside and descends
below it, there being a hollow to the
north and a lake to the south,

The area has six ropetows and nine
runs—one beginner, four intermedi-
ate, two expert, and two for tubing,

The Bensches bought the area from
Luverne Hellickson, who started it
about 12 years ago.

Betty, with the help of aide Jim Por-
ler, neighboring farmer, and other
locals, runs the area through the
week. Les gives it his weekends (he's
a computer service manager).

Last summer they cleared new runs
and added tows. They feed two snow-
making fans with water drawn from
the lake. Porter helps make and

Broom snow.

Betty and Les grew up in the farm
country around the ski area—Betty
near Battle Lake to the north and
Les near Wendell 25 miles south-
west. They met in a little local roller-
skating rink. '

The area was not operating on the
weekday when your reporter showed
up, but a snowmobile ride to the
summit revealed an impressive lay-

out of something approaching a 300-
fool rise.

A tow-operator's glassed-in lookout
offered views in all directions, multi-
controls and two-way communica-
tions.

“This year has been so cold,” Betty
said, "but if we get some decent
weather, it might still be our best
year. We've added so much—almost
doubled olir skiing area.

"“We added two runs over there, and
the run that goes south down to the
lake, and the tubing hill.”

Farming and ski area operation are

‘closely related, she said. “There's

such a lot of maintenance to do,
grounds, equipment, machinery . .. 1
think if you've grown up doing that
sort of thing and getting used to
tough outside work in all kinds of
weather, well, it helps.”
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