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Contributed
The view from “Little Switzerland” as seen on Jan. 31
by Polly Scotland. This is the same view as taken in
1934 from the Larsmount Lookout Station, only Polly
is not standing on the 35-foot fire tower. Grant Lake
on the left is barely visible, but the unknown lake on
the right is.

Editor’s note: The
Beltrami County Historical
Society is partnering with
the Pioneer on a series of
monthly articles highlighting
the history of the area. For
more information about

the Historical Society,

visit www.beltramihistory.
org.

By Polly Scotland

Special to the Pioneer
A 1941 poster adver-
tising the ‘“Paul Bunyan
Winter Carnival — Ice
Follies,” lists skating,
hockey and the special
feature of Wilton’s “Lit-

tle Switzerland.” The
poster also advertised
skiing, tobogganing and
sleighing, with plenty of
parking space, a warm-
ing house and a ski tow.

This ski hill, also
known as the “Lar-
smount Lookout”

named for the 1928 fire
tower, was simply called
the “Wilton Hill.”

In the 1940s the city
of Wilton, population
139, had a sawmill and
a mercantile/grocery
store owned by the Rog-
nlien Family. According

to the December 1940
Pine Needles Press,
a Conservation Corps
Camp unit of 40 men,
set out to develop a
recreation area west of
Wilton.

Plans included: alpine
ski runs, a 2-mile, 1.25-
mile cross-country ski
trail, ski jump, tobog-
gan hill, bobsled run
and a parking area for
120 vehicles.

Several Wilton res-
idents still remember
“Little Switzerland.”
Jim Burford, retired

Hillside memories of Wilton’s ‘Little Switzerland’

owner of Wally's Oil,
recalls skiing when he
was a kid in 1941. Bur-
ford said Henry Kramer,
Sr., and his older sons
Henry Jr. “Hank,” Bob
and John were the main
people involved in “Lit-
tle Switzerland’s” oper-
ations.

Burford remarked,
“0Old man Kramer built
the tow lift using a 1936
Chevy car engine trans-
mission and clutch to
engage the rope.”
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