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Fargo Man Plans Hill and Lakes

FARGO (AP) — North
Dakota's largest city doesn’t
have a hill. Ed Clapp is going to
build one — providing it doesn’t
sink. Fargo, elevation 900 feet,
is also without a lake. Clapp is
going to fix that.

This east-central North Da-
kota city of 60,000 is located in
the fertile Red River Valley.

The terrain around here is
mostly table-top flat, and the
winds don't have an identity

problem. An arrow-straight
horizon stretches unbroken for
miles. A yodel trying to echo
wouldn’t have a chance.
Clapp, 38, a retired Army of-
ficer and director of a local
bank, is a Fargo native. “I've
lived all over the world,” he
says.
“1 figure this is a good town
for children to grow up in, but it
would be a lot pleasanter to live
on a lake and be near a

recreation area like a ski hill
would provide.”

So Clapp, an artillery officer
in World War I1 and the Korean
War, plans to take the clay soil
from his land at Fargo's south
edge and build a 100-foot-high
hill from it.

The holes left by the depart-
ing dirt will form three inter-
connecting lakes ranging in
size from 12'; to 15'; acres, he
says.

But there's a problem con-
nected with hill-making in Far-
go.

““There's quite a bil of mois-
lure in the Red River soil,”
says Clapp. “Engineers are
afraid that when we put a big
pﬂe of heavy clay on top of it,

the ground beneath will act like
3elly and pop up someplace

“So we're going to put up a
40-foot test hill.
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