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Gateway Inn . . .

Williamson Sells Famous Resort

Two of Wisconsin®s most famous resorts, now operates the Royal Las Vi casino A second story was added to the motel
one a favorite hide-away of former President in Las Vegas), drew famous s increasing the muimber of rooms to 110
Eisenhower and his family, were sold last from around the country. Catering to the and an indoor glass-enclosed swimming pool
month to a Cable, Wisconsin-based develop- special needs of this wealthy King was built. Shortly aftex, the Gateway be-

constructed an airfield, with the help of came the only hotel in the country that
the that was one of only a few had an AAU-approved swim team. Ribbons

The Gateway Inn at Land O’Lakes, a motel~ in Wisconsin built without state aid. and medals are still being added to the well-
me-dl:mmmUwhuﬂm stocked swim awards display case in the

casino, Dollun’s Resort near Soon after it was completed, King deeded lobby.
Lake Tomahawk in Vilas County, were pur- the airfield to the town of Land O"Lakes
chased in separate transactions totaling more (then called State Line because it is on the About five years ago the bowling alleys
than a million dollars by DeGayner & Co.. Wisconsin-Michigan border) for one dollar. were once again removed from the Inn
a firm active in real estate Until four years ago, when North Central and the building was made into a conven-
and pre-engineered housing manufacture. Airlines switched from its DC3's to the big- uuunh-.m.:lr_udh
Convairs, it was the smallest town in by-gone gambling a basement game

The Gateway was owned since 1961 by the nation with daily airline service. The room with pin ball machines and electric
Walt Williamson, Rockford, IIL., who also is Gateway, only a few thousand feet from the games of skill. Even that closes at 10 p.m.
the owner of another famous resort, Dell runway, also had several small planes of its
View Hotel at Lake Delton. own at the disposal of its guests. mmm&ﬂmmﬂn

this month, the fire in the

“There’s a great demand for recreational Even before the gambling law was re=- been continuously burning just as it did when
Tesorts and convention facilities in northern pealed, King, who maintained a home at King was alive.

the

wife, Sug. During the peak season, as many
as 120 people were employed.

way for 15 years after Garber left. “lke
called the golf course one of his favorites
and Mamie seemed to like the Northwoods,
In 1967, we even hid Jim Lovell (the astro-
naut) here for about a week before it leaked
out to the press.”

Two years after King’s death, his wife
married one of the motel’s regular guests
— Charles Foy, of the world=famous Seven
Little Foys. In 1956, the Inn was remodeled
into a supper club with a dance floor and
large picture windows installed. Four years*
later, the Gateway closed during the winter
months for the first time since it was buflt,
Early in 1961, the complex was sold to Wil=-
liamson, who is also owner of an oil com=
pany based in Rockford.

That summer, the Inn was remodeled
again and six bowling alleys were installed.

leave of absence from the University of Chi-

are now divided into single units and suites
with two bedrooms.

The summer homes, all family units, range
in from one to four bedrooms. Each
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