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See No Letup in Record
Growth of Ski Centers
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West Michigan Winter Sports Phenomenal

"First Cav" artillery. (UP! Radiotelephoto.)

No Astronomical Explanation at
Hand in Christmas Star Mystery

The mystery of the Christmas
star brings popular interest to
a peak during December, but no
satisfactory astronomical ex=-
planation is at hand,

University ot Michigan Astron-
omer Dr, Hazel M, Losh says the
narrative about this star is too
incomplete, the date of its ap=-
pearance too uncertain, and the
early calendar too unreliable, to
lead to any definite conclusions.

One reasonable explanation ad-
vanced, Dr. Losh points out, is
that he ‘‘star’ reported to have
guided the Wise Men may have
been a conjunction or close group=
ing of bright planets,

““Some bright planets are vis-
ible now, and they are always
promising and alluring. In look-
ing for a symbol of the reason,
Venus well fills the bill,”

This year Venus is in an es-
pecially favored season, says
Dr, Losh, “‘A striking lightinthe
southwest for about three hours
after sunset, this planetis stead-
ily growing brighter, reaching
its greatest brilliancy December

21, just a few hours before the
Sun arrives at the winter solstice,
and three nights before Christ-
mas Eve.”

The crescent moon on the eve-
ning of December 25, Christmas
night, will be located five de-
grees below Venus, adding to the
striking spectacle of this bright
planet, In addition, Jupiter will
continue to dominate the night
sky, rising in the east soon after
sunset and shining the whole night
through, (It reaches opposition
December 18, arriving at the
meridian at midnight, best time
for observation.)

‘A close grouping of planets
in the year 7 B.C.--with Mars,
Jupiter, and Saturn--meeting in
the constellation of Pisces (The
Fishes) could have had some real
significance inthe early church,”
Dr. Losh believes.

“‘Such an arresting figure most
certainly would have drawn the
attention of the astrologers, who
would have been looking for a sign
in the heavens, and who would
have attached mystical meaning

i e

the signal

to the appearance,”’

Winter will officially arrive at
8:41 p.m, Tuesday, December 21
when the Sun will reach its south-
ern-most point of the year, call<
ed the winter solstice,

Missing Ballot

Causes Tie

MIDDLEVILLE (UPI)-A mis<
sing ballot caused a tie vote in
a millage election which will have
to be held again in February
Earl Van Sickle, superintenden
of schools, announced Tuesday

A proposed 6.5 mill operation
al tax for two years for thd
Thornapple Kellogg School DisA
trict Monday ended in the tid
vote, 184-184,

But the election record
showed 369 votes were cast an
a search failed to turn up th
missing ballot, forecing the dead
lock and another election.
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