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Cannonsburg reopens Saturday

Pando will be closed this
winter while management
plans its future,

Brandon Champion bchampio@mlive.com

BELMONT — A popular West Michigan des-
tination for winter fun is ready to open for
the season.

Cannonsburg Ski Area, 6800 Cannons-
burg Road NE in Belmont, will open at
9 a.m. Saturday.

Thanks to large amounts of snow last
weekend, the opening date is several weeks
earlier than the past few years, when the
multipurpose snow facility couldn’t open
until after Christmas.

“We are really, really excited about it,”
said Danielle Musto, event coordinator.

Skiers head up the slopes at Cannonsburg
ski area on Jan. 6, 2015, which was opening
day that season. MLive.com files

“We're hoping for a phenomenal winter.”

Opening day will feature the Burton
Blast Off Rail Jam, which begins at 1 p.m.
Other events are scheduled throughout the
winter.

Pando Winter Sports Park, which Can-
nonsburg Ski Area acquired Nov. 13, 2015,
will not open this year as staff plans how to
most effectively use the Rockford facility.

“We didn't acquire it to shut it down,”
Musto said. “We acquired it because it’s an
iconic place to grow up snowboarding and
skiing. We want to preserve that.”

Cannonsburg will focus on fami-
ly-friendly events this winter while looking
at the overall picture at Pando.

Musto said they are planning events in
the summer and fall at Pando, but won't
use the facility for snow activities until next
winter.

Much of Pando’s former staff is working at
Cannonsburg this winter and is involved in
the planning process for the site.

“We want both places to be awesome ven-
ues,” she said. “We're committed to the West
Michigan community. We love the snow
industry, and we love winter.”Cea susant
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