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Ski area marks birth of snowboarding

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

Nearly 30 years ago, a kid named Paul
Graves wowed a crowd gathered at Pando Ski
Center by performing four 360-degree spins
aboard a “Snurfer” at the “World Snurfing
Championship” before dismounting from his
board with a front flip.

It was a big deal for Graves and a big deal
for the Snurfer, a makeshift ski with a rope
attached to its nose. The contraption was
invented in 1964 by Muskegon resident Sher-
man Poppen.

But something far more portentious was
developing on the slopes that day, where a 25-
year-old from Vermont named Jake Carpen-

ter was trying to enter

Gibbons and the Snurfer competition
aboard his own creation
the owners — a single ski with crude

bindings for his boots.
Before the day was
over, Graves and Car-
penter would walk away
winners, and Carpenter
went on to use his middle
name to develop the big-
gest name in snowboard

of Pando will
assemble at 11
a.m. Saturday
to dedicate
their slopes as

the birthplace companies: Burton Snow-
T boards.

of con:lpetltlve Three decades later,

boardi ng. Pando is recognizing what

happened that snowy day

in 1979, when Jake Burton
Carpenter competed atop his snowboard, trans-
forming a Cannon Township ski center into the
“Birthplace of Competitive Snowboarding.”

“I've known Ray Castine for 30 years,” Jack
Gibbons said of one of Pando’s three owners,
“and, for all this time, I'd been hearing about
how the guy who founded Burton Snowboards
was here in 1979 for the World Snurfing Cham-
pionships.”

Gibbons signed on in a part-time capacity
to develop marketing for Pando and, in doing
so, contacted Burton seeking confirmation of
Castine’s story.

Turns out it was true.

Pando’s Web site now features a signed let-
ter from Jake Burton Carpenter, in which he
recalls that day in 1979 when he showed up not
to snurf, but to snowboard.

“T have nothing but great memories of the
World Championships of Snurfing at Pando,”
Carpenter, now 53, wrote to Pando officials.
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Pando Ski Center marketing manager Jack
Gibbons carries a bronze plague that will
be hung in the lodge, marking the day in
1979 when snowboard pioneer Jake Burton
Carpenter competed on the local slopes.

In the same letter, Carpenter recalled that
some of the locals “weren’t that thrilled to see
our posse show up from Vermont.”

Calling the equipment he rode that day
“prehistoric to what snowboarders compete on
now,” he confirmed that “Pando clearly played
a huge role in the development of the competi-
tive side of our sport.”

Gibbons and the owners of Pando will
assemble at 11 a.m. Saturday to dedicate their
slopes as the birthplace of competitive board-
ing with a bronze plaque recounting that day
in 1979.
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