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Nature's Role Declines—

MapleValley Has 'Snow Maker'

Maple Valley’s first snow-

: making equipment is present-

ly being installed, making its
ski slopes less dependent on
natural snowfall. This recrea-
tional area south of Roches-
ter attracted good crowds of
family and beginner skiers on
its slopes two years ago but
last year was totally immo-
bilized by the almost com-

plete absence of snow.
This season, its operators
say, things will be different,
for they expect at least one
run to be in operation at all
times, and more if the weath-
er cooperates. With normal
snowfall there are five rope
tows operating at the area.

The snowmaking equip-
ment being installed is of
modest size and cannot serve

the whole area, but for this
year will insure a better
base and at least one run. It
will also serve to give ex-
perience in the tricky busi-
ness of snowmaking, its op-
erators say.

Instruction for skiers will
also be available at Maple
Valley, with Jan Gjestvang
slated to teach. Ski equipment
rental will be available at the

area and food service in the
shelter.

Maple Valley slopes are of
intermediate and beginner
difficulty, and will be lighted
for night skiing. The facility
will be open seven days a
week. Start of snowmaking
operations depends on the
weather but could be by the
weekend if temperatures are
low enough.
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