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nasty winters — into an asset,
to skiing and the snowmobile.
have lured thousands outside
formerly thought fit only for
stock and timber wolves.
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For a while it looked as if

harliest openings in years—
ind one or two did make a
jkiing start in mid-November.
But the spate of post-
Phanksgiving warmth has set
ihe date back, and now most
b the areas are cuurenlraﬂng
b their mid-December ski de-
put. And while all they are
vaiting for is temperatures
jow enough to make snow-
naking productive, for sever-
il areas the delay is almost

‘hey Vary
nretations
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s exact as if a resort should
each area the phrases have
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il the slopes of an area are
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lean ski areas with no bare
with descending conditions
pal practice, mid-winter re-
the ratings of excellent or
Inds on the interpretation of

pondition reports, Motsmann
jge rapidly, and a winter rain
into disaster in minutes. Ski
ints out, is one of the few
self-policing in its own pro-
rvative operators somewhat
istic reporting points,

rts must be linked in some
r's interpretation, and how

week to week at that spot
fication of skiing conditions.
en to the “You should have

Skiing was the first to break the thermal

a timely amalgam of new skiing gear and
apparel, new ski facilities at a reasonable
distance from home . . . and the discovery that
Lkllng was just plain lml, whether for young- snowmobilers

, teen-agers, young adults or "nnybody pouu where

POST-BULLETIN, ROCHESTER, MINN., Thursday, Dec. 4, 1969  Page 47
oe 1 r o .
Skiing 'Saves’ Winter
1 any two items can be credited with turn- Ram-laquipmm..umdymmm
ing Minnesota's greatest liability — its rather eased the learning process for

and

it must belong the social advantages of a ski chalet has not

been lost on

the unattached. The advantages

Together they
fno what was of a pair o welltaflored sk pans — desite

hardy pioneer the

lopes has been  This page,
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Information

Yeager

welcome to get other chores
done. Here's a rundown:
WELCH. northeast of Can-
non Falls, has had one slope
open for skiing for three
weekends but further snow-
making is being delayed by
the warmth, and straw runs
are getting skiers from the
chalet to the slope. In the
meantime, workers are busy
assembling Welch’s new chair-

Life.

The 2,000-foot long installa-
tion Is going up just to the
west of the chalet and leads
to the top of the 300-foot hill.
New runs lead from the chair-
lift unloading point, including
a 3,000-foot intermediate run
and a mile-long slope for be-
ginning skiers. This is a con-
tinuation of an expansion pro-
gram which last year included
an addition to the chalet and
a new T-bar lift.

FRONTENAC, near Red
‘Wing, is working on an expan-
sion to the chalet which is
being built onto the north of
the present building. Manager
Neal Anderson said it is hoped
the addition will be completed
by the scheduled Dec. 13

pening

During the summer the
main slope in front of the cha-
let was regarded to make it
more suitable for beginners
and intermediate skiers, and a
rope tow was added to the top
of the T-bar to take skiers to
the top of the hill. About three
‘miles of trails have been add-
ed.
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the gal skiers ,

. or the ski-watchers.
then, is a briel review of some

of the area facilities, with the season just get-
ting under way.
And for that other half of the team
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Ski Areas Set
For Big Season

Covers Ski Scene

on this page was compiled by

Post-Bulletin outdoors writer Gordon Yeager,
who will keep southeastern Minnesota ski
buffs informed on the ski scene with his week-
Iy column, Slope Scope, which will appear
each Thursday until the end of the season.

Frontenac will continue its
racing school for junior skiers,
Competitive skiing has grown
steadily there and is attract-
ing young skiers from a wide
area at its Saturday sessions.

MAPLE VALLEY, southeast
of Rochester, plans for a Dec.
13 opening, and if snowmak-
ing temperatures arrive
should make the deadline. Af-
‘ter a snowless season two
years ago, the area installed
its first snowmaking equip-
ment last season—and is now
more independent of the
weather's whims.

Open all day Saturday and
Sunday, the area will also op-
erate evenings during the
week. It will also be open to
groups during weekday day-
light hours by prior arrange-
ment, Rental equipment is
available, and a ski instructor
will conduct classes at the
area.

ROCHESTER SKI CLUB op-
erations will depend on natu-
ral snowfall for a
date, with the facilities return-
ing to operation after a two-
year lapse. Its new operating
structure requires a member-
ship card, because of insur-
ance arrangements, and the
club is selling public member-
ships now. Club secretary is
Dr. Robert Winter.

There will be a beginner
and two intermediate slopes
at the site near the Bamber
Valley school. A new rope for
the tow and lights for night

, along with a warming
house, are features of the new
season.

Most ski areas in the rest of
Minnesota are again in opera-
tion, some with major im-
provements but most involved
more in beefing up operations
after previous major expan-
sions. One or two have
changed hands or closed, and
a new one, Lake Benton in
southwestern Minnesota, has
opened.

AFTON ALPS, Afton, re-

last year, along with its chalet
expansion. It is already in op-
eration on some of its slopes.
BUCK HILL, Burnsville,
which has been attracting
Rochester skiers, has regrad-
ed two slopes, added to its
chalet and increased snow-
making and parking facili-
ties. It has been in partial op-

ernuon um past two weeks,
CROSSE, east of

'LlL‘r;meu has set its

opening for Dec. 13, With a

dining facilities. A new trail
off the chairlift is expected to
aid the traffic pattern to the
different slopes.
TROLLHAUGEN, Dn!uﬂ‘,
Wis,, is the granddaddy in
modern ski areas and this
year 15 mxl.nlllng its first
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