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Down the Slopes—

Skiers Find
New Troubles
At Mayowood

By TONY SWAN
Past-Bulletin Sports Writer

Everyone knmgs the common snags a skier must deal
with in his pursuit of the downhill sport. Lack of snow,
broken bones, poor weather—these are but a few on a long
list of well-known drawbacks. But a couple of new items have
been added to the rolls, to wit: rats' nests and lawn mowers.

Diana Burton, wife of Dr, Robert Burton, president of
the Rochester Ski Club, tells the story best.

“With all the heavy snow Sunday,” she says, “We decided
to go out to the hill (near Mayowood) and try a little skiing.
] guess there were about three' families in all. And the
slopes looked fine.

“But when we tried to start the rope tow,” she goes on
with a little shudder, “we found rats’ nests in the fuse boxes
—at least they looked like rats' nests. They could have been
made by very large field mice. Anyway, we couldn’t turn on
the power until they were cleaned out.”

Ordinarily, an hour spent at rats nest evicting doesn't |
ruin a whole days' skiing. But there was more.

“After we got rid of the rais,” says Mrs. Burton, “we
found that the grass at the bottom of the hill was too long,
even though the top was just fine. So we spent the rest of the
afternoon mowing it. We never did get to ski.”

However, the mowing and rats nest removal seems to be
finished once and for all. All that's needed now to get the
club moving for the balance of the season is a little more
snow. When that comes, instructions will be available on a
regular basis. i
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State Hosts Junior Meets )

The Mighty Mesabi ski combine—consisting of Giant's |/
Ridge and Lookout Mountain—will be the site of extensive
junior ski activity in February. Lookout Mountain is the host
for the third annual Minnesota Jaycee junior ski meet Feb. |tl
56. About 200 skiers, ranging from 9-13, are expected to be
on hand for the two-day event which will have competition
in two groups, Alpine and Nordic. Slalom and giant slalom
work make up the Alpine group and jumping and cross
country comprise the Nordic.

There will be two age divisions: Mighty Mite, 8-11, and
Prep Class, 1213, State winners will be eligible to enter the
pational Jaycee Junior meet to be held in St. Paul,

Last year's state contest was held in Park Rapids and the
1964 meet at Giant’s Ridge where the juniors are tuning up
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;\nytme wishing to register should write the Virginia
Junior Chamber of Commerce, Box 525, Virginia, Minn,
* * -

Golf Course Has Slope

® While the Rochester Ski Club is having trouble at home
with long grass, Wayne Idso of the Maple Valley Golf Course
has had his all mowed since fall and is ready for skiers. Idso
has installed a rope tow on one of the course’s hills—about a
100-foot vertical drop—and has a winterized clubhouse. It costs
a buck and makes for good tune-up skiing. Maple Valley will
be open Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, though night skiing |4
may be on the agenda later in the season. i
® Mount Frontenac, the brand new ski area nine miles |y
south of Red Wing on U. S. 61 Is in operation after the week-
end snow. Although the slopes are reported fo be a trifle |
rough yet—since there has only been one real snowfall—all |¢
runs are open and the management is making snow 24 hours |
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a day.

@ Attention ladies! Beginning Thursday, Jan. 20, and
every Thursday after that for six weeks, a ski trip from
Rochester to Pine Bend is on tap. The jaunt comes in an $8
package which includes transport, tow- ticket, lunch and a |/
one-hour lesson. The bus will start off each day at 8:30 am. |
and leave Pine Bend on the return run at 3:30 p.m. Thirty- ||
three are needed to make the trip possible and 12 have signed
up so far. For further information, contact Jerry Schliep at |
the Tyrol Ski Shop. I
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