News
by <lancestry”

https://www.newspapers.com/image-view/21473637/

The Daily Journal (Fergus Falls, Minnesota) - Tue, Feb 6, 1973 - Page 1

Downloaded on Nov 2, 2025

Old Smoky tow closed
in wake of 2 accidents

By BOB DRECHSEL

After two serious accidents at
0ld Smoky Ski Hill in a year,
the cily council’s park,
playground and airport com-
mittee has been given the
assignment of studying the
gituation at the hill,

Meanwhile, City Engineer
Donald Ronning has issued an
announcement saying:
“Technical difficultles beyond
our immediate control make it
imgerative that the ski tow at
Old Smoky Ski Hill remsin
closed evenin the event of more
STIOW.

"The tow will remain closed
until further notice.”

The most recent accident
oceurred Jan. 15 when 12-year-
old Debra Hovland’s hair
became entangled in a tow
mechanism and she received
major head, scalp and arm

City's JC

injuries,

Last night the city council
received a claim for damages
incurred in that aceident which
allegedly occurred hecause of
failure of a braking and
switching mechanism in the
tow.

No amount of damages was
set forth in the claim because
Miss Hovland, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Hovland,
821 W. Summit, is still under
medical care.

The city council referred the
claim to the city insurance
carrler, The last serious
mishap occurred a year ago
when Panl Fleming, teenage
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Fleming, 1007 W. Summil, also
became entangled in the tow
mechanism and was injured.

According to a letler {o the
city council from City

awaits

outcome of freeze

‘The president of Fergus Falls
State Junior College says the
college still has not received
official confirmation of the
freeze placed on higher
education building funds but
that he is disappointed to hear
of the freeze.

President Wesley A. Waage
said, however, that the freeze
did not come as a complete
surprise because officials have
been “following the governar's
recornmendations.”

The freeze, affecling $25
million in construction funds,
was ordered Jast week by State
Administration Commissioner
Richard Brubacher, who at the
same time asked education
officials for a prompt re-
evaluation of needs.

In 1971 the legislature had
authorized $1,126,185 in huilding
funds for Fergus Falls State
Junior College.

The college has heen for-
mu!atln& glans for a two-
gnnge wilding project,

ange said in a telephone

conversation yesterday, and
the college has scaled dowmn the
project from the initial
authorization to a current
estimated cost of $475,000,

According to Waage, the
project architecls have just
begun preparing construction
drawings. Bidding had heen
scheduled for May with con-
struction projected to begin in
June.

The project’s two parts in-
clude one new huilding plus an
addition to the science building
— one of the first building’s
construeted on the campus.

The new building, containlng
15,000 square feet on one level,
is planned south of the g}ym-
naslum building and east of the
library. It would be used for
occupational programs, in-
cluding the businessrelated
programs of the college, and for
expansion of business-related
programs.

1t would include faculty office
space and seven <¢lassrooms
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Administratar Rodger
Neumann, the insurance
carrier may refuse to continue
coverage on the ski tow.

Neumann wrote that he has
received comrnunication in-
forming hin "iha! due tc the
pending claims of Paul
Fleming and Debra Hovland
and the current condition of the
ski tow that they (the insurance
company) are not agreeable to
continuingcoverage on the ski
tow until such time as the tow is
put in a safe gperating con-
dition and inspected by one of
the insurance company's
engineers."

Neumann himself recom-
mended that “until such time
that either our present
equipment can be modified so
that all safety factors are built
into the operation, or new
equipment be purchased, that
the ski tow remain closed.”

Park Superintendent Bernie
Pretts told the city council the
equipment is now in good
operating condition. He also
said that ski patrol workers at
the hill have done an excellent
job and that when signs
warning of danger is using tows
have been erected, they have
been pulled out and destroyed,

Alderman Allan Stemsrud
added that while he does not
deny the validity of the claim
against the city, he does believe
that part of the problem has
been lack of proper education
about the potential danger of
tong hair and scarfs near tows.

In other =ction, the city
council last night rejected a
stalement prepared by its
rules, legislation and license
commitlee regarding  the
proposed Minnesota
Experimental City (MXC).

Instead, the council quickly
drafted a shorter statement
with sfronger language cp-
posing the MXC,

The change was made
primarily at the uﬁing of
Stemnsrud who said: “Why cant
we just have a yes or no with no
qualifications whatsoever? If
we're going to say anything,
lel’s say what is in the minds of
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