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Rushford Tries
To Save Home,
Skiing Area

RUSHFORD, Minn. (Special)
— Rushford will lose an old |,
historical landmark if no way | a
is found to purchase the home T
of the late J. W. Magelssen. |

The residence, filled with an- | E

tiques, was occupied by Dr. i
Magelssen's daughter, Gyda,
until her death last winter. A b
sale is being planned for May
2. |

THE CITY, Lions Club and
Hillcrest Ski Club jointly spon- j
sor the annual ski tournaments i
that are held on the Magelssen '
hill behind the residence, There "
are junior and senior jumps. g
Miss Gyda allowed them to use
the land free of charge.

The sponsoring organizations 1
would like to purchase the steep
hill, which is on the west end
of Rushford. The ski jumps are
on the north side.

They would like to build l.
drive up the hill and have a
municipal park at the top. Here |
there are long views and at- |
tractions such as Indian
mounds. Here large whitewash- |
ed stones proclaim that this is
Rushford, and an American flag
presented by Gyda flies. |

Rushford sportsmen would |
like to build ski tows and put |
in toboggan slides and ski
trails. Interested persons also
would like to turn the home
into an historical museum.

DR, MAGELSSEN, born In
Norway, came to America in |
1863 at 20. He had received the

School, Chicago, in 1868 and
practiced several years at Kosh-
konong, Wis. He then served as
a ship's doctor for the Nor-
wegian-American lines and re-
turned to Wisconsin in 1873, He
drove to Highland Prairie near
Rushford to visit his brother,
the Rev. Kristian Magelssen,

and was kept here by illness
four months.

In 1874 he decided to settle
in Rushford. His family joined
him in the former Stebbins
home, the residence interested
persons would like to preserve
as a memento to the family,
typical sons and daughters of
the Vikings.

Dr, Magelssen's daughter,
Thora, retired school teacher
living in California, now is here
preparing for the sale, disposal
of the home and settlement of
the estate. It has been esti-
mated the property is worth
$25,000.

THE DOCTOR practiced In
Rushford 57 years. He held
many city offices, was president
«f the school board many years,
and was called on to speak
at many occasions because of
400 ocvetmty e, Shiag
al y active,
down the street with coattails
flying.

Cutting a tree and cruelty to
horses aroused his anger, as it
did Gyda after him. Despite his
strenuous life he lived to be 88;
he died in 1951.
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