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Optimism Is Byword
As Two Harbors Grows

Among all of the commu-
nities in the Head of the
Lakes area that rely on the
fron mining industry for in-
dusirial vigor there are few
places where  optimism s
more evident than in Two Har-

s

On the surface, the reasons
for it are not so evident but,
underneath, the logic for it
exis's. An important element
is the optimism itself—the
slate of mind among the peo-
ple—that has inspired confi-
dence and a spirit of coopera-

tion towards positive objec-
tives,
Significant, too, is the ah-

sence of negative though!. Even
among the minority who feel

no cause for optimism or are
indifferent, there is no pessi-
mism.

The attitude of the people
has surprised visitors to Two
Harbors, particularly in the
light of contrasting attitudes
among some of the people else-
where in the area.

Like many of those other
cities, Two Harbors has had
its setbacks, but they have
caused no ‘alarm and, surpris-
ingly, no serious effect on the
economy of the city.

A substantial number of the
city's residents have seeming-
ly ignored the setbacks of the
mining industry and busied
themselves, instead, with prep-
arations for growth and prog-
Tess.

The Lake County Civic As-
fociation has made a commit-
ment to raise $10,000 to build
& trailer court this year near
Highway 61, overlooking Lake
Superior on Burlington Bay,
the city's “other harbor.”

Volunteer crews from the
association's membership have
set to work clearing the site
for construction workers, who
will install water and sewer
lines and other iacilities, start-
ing in the spring.

Adler Johnson, association
president, reported more than
83,000 has been raised so far
and he is confident the balance
will be provided as needed.

“We have committed our-
selves 10 get the job done and
we will," he saic confidently,

These new facilities will
place Two Harbors in an en-
Jiable position to capitalize on
an increase in tourist traffic,
expected to result from the
opening last Sep'ember of the
Circle Route around" Lake Su-
perior,

Prospects for an ecanomic
boost from tourist activities
probably are one of the main
reasons for optimism in Twe
Harbors,

The potential of the tourist
industry there has stimulated
investments of money. and of-
fort among several individuals,
in addition to the cooperative
program spearheaded by the
civie association

City Councilman  Gilbert
Peterson, a retired railroader,
and his son, Raymond, are
building a ski hill, called the
Voyageur's Skiway, 2'; miles
from downtown Two Harbors.

They  have just completed
construction of an attractive,
rustic chalet, have installed
lights for night skiing and
need only a good snowfall to
be in full scale operation.

Use of voyageur in the
name adds further claim to
Two Harbors' identity. as the
to the voyageur

The Voyageur Motel and
Museum, on Highway 61,
prominently identified by a
giant statue of "Pierre the
Voyageur,” were among the
first visible claims to the

Ray Peterson adjusts pulley of ski tow at Voyageur
Skiway, Two Harbors, operated by Peterson and
his father, Gilbert.

characterization of Two Har-
bors as the voyageur country
gateway,

Other highway construction,
besides the Circle Tour, is ex-
pected to produce added bene-
fits from tourist traffic for
Two Harbors. The Duluth-Su-
perior high bridge and a new
four-lane highway, now near-
ing completion between Du-
luth and Knife River, are key
projects in that anticipated
growth,

Community leaders in Two
Harbors believe the city has
a great potential as a tourlst
center. They helieve its dis-
finction as the only port on
Lake Superior where motor-
ists can drive to within con-
venient viewing distance of
iron ore docks is an important
advantage.

‘The Duluth, Missabe & Iron
Range Railroad permits visi-
tors within a few feet of ils
ore docks, which also can be
seen from nearby Paul H. Van
Hoven Park. Other tourist at-
tractions nearby are displavs
of historical railroad equip-
ment and a new museum of the
Lake County Historical Soci-
ety

A plan to expand the ore
dock viewing area for motor-
ists with another overlook*on
Lighthouse Point, near the
foot of the breakwater, is un-
der study,

The leaders of Two Harbors

also anticipate that new in-
dustrial developments will add

to economic growth of their
community. I

Rumors still circulate that
the DM&IR and U.S. Steel's
Oliver Iron Mining Division
contemplate major projects in
Two Harbors, but the indus-
trial expansion looked for in
the community lists those only
as long-range possibilities.

The civie association and
a committee of the City Coun-

Nearing completion is Lake County High |

Two Harbors, part of $1.75 million couni

program.

cil are exploring more specifie
goals—productive activity on a
smaller scale that would add
diversity to the local economy.

David Battaglia, the city's
young (29) mayor, reported
that most of the people inter-
ested in industrial development
are cofivinced now that their
own efforts are the best hope
for industrial growth.

An asset to industrial de-
velopmest in Two Harbors is
the successful operations of
Ramey Manufacturing &
FEquipment Co., whose produc-
tion and service facilities are
now spread over three loca-
tions.

The firm currently employs
more than 30 fulltime workers, {
manufacturing patented pulp-
wood loaders and skidding
equipment. Its products are
distributed  throughout the
US. and in several foreign
countiries.

There were rumors, follow-
ing an extensive fire in the
Ramey plant last year, that the
firm planned to move out of
Two Harbors.

Kenneth Ramey, one of three
brothers heading the firm,
said: “There was nothing to it.
We like it here." His partners
are Ronald and Gordon Ramey,
The three brothers are former
Duluthians.

Valiant efforts by the Two
Harbors City Council to sta-
bilize the municipal economy |
also have helped to build an
environment enconraging pro-
gress. The city's financial §
problems are far from solved, |
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