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All downhill from here

Volunteers have kept Mount Wawa opemtmg since township bowed out

By JOAN BROOKS
‘Specal 1o The Star

WAWA

1 1997, the Mount Wawa Ski and
Snowboarding Club assum d re

and snowbos ||m(\|||\m\|mzhu
for the residents of Wawa dur
the 1997/98 season, Those
had a great first season
new group of volunteers
charge and are ready for
The Township of Michipicoten had
aperated the ski hill since 1985, but
discontinued its operation in the spring
of 1997, However, a group of local ski
enthusiasts refused ta let this great
‘communi
Bill and Nina Picco, Barb DiCarlo
10 BT ey s
iie due to the \J,mm.
Ore Diviston closure, ¢
v o g the bl i
They called a town
which 54 persons

prepared their plan
municipal council. C 1 liked
proposal and passed 1 byiaw in Oc
7, and supporting
jawa Ski Club.
lub operates the hill and the
municipality maintains the equipment
and facility. The municipality
s the volunieers o the opeation
of the equipment and on equipme
rentals.

In return for the use of the ski hill
the club reimburses the municipality
for all operating costs associated with
the general aperation of the il
chalet. Their revenues are gen
from the sale of sk
canteen sales and fund-rais
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ko M following thei st et of
an, and despite only 18 days of
operation dis £ poor snow conditions,
they were able to return $6,000 to the
municipality
The partnership was very successful
last season,” said Lori Johnson, Direc
tor of lehm-‘ Services and Tourism
h ication that it will

st year,” said

Leader Lynne Zuliani. “The snow

conditions were a problem. We opened

for s weekends. plus one day,and the

h break. We had

R e

r, so when it got warm, we closed

down for a period of time o thar we
could use i for the March breal.”

In that first year, this fledgling club
had 141 volunteers who put in 1,642
hours of volunteer time, excluding the
time put in by the club executive. Fifty
one people showed up for their Basic
Fundamentals and Safe Operation

were on the slopes every operating day
h & high of 95 persons on their sec
yperation.

ty for a small
ay im 1. er Lynne Zuliani

The 1998/99 sedson a appears to be off
s 15 g m We're planning
mstructor come up from

e Sa for a s of weekzads this

They've he their annual Ski Swap
in cooperation with the Old Ski Hou:
from Sault Ste Marie, who brought up
new and used equipment. And this
year Chisholm's added to the mix with
their outdoor we “As well as a fund-
raiser, we do this as a service to our
said Zuliani. “We plan to
on going ski swap this year in

SKIER SOARS THROUGH THE AIR 0n Mount Wawa's ski hill

BRIAN PICCO AND ROSALIE SAUVE at volunteer wiapup party last spring

istrict

one comner of the chalet.”
Recruiting volunteers for the various
activities including it operators, can-
teen personnel and ticket sales and
rentals, along with cleanups has been
done. “We've recruited quite a few new
volunteers,” continued Zuli “This
it posters up at the arena,
advertised on the radio and in the pa-
per, and asked those who were in
volved last year. We've contacted
everybody, and now we're fust in the
process of making up sehedules and
will be ready t start when the season
st
Our plan is to have everybody work
every third weekend for half a day.

each activity over the three weeks. It
was grea Last year, everybody followed
through ir commitments
Ziliant coaditnthose who made t il
happen last year with making it easier
o organize this year, “We're just build
ing on what was set last year.

Mount Wawa consists of a bunny hill
with 2 rope tow, and two runs, a main
run with the ift, and one called a sui
cide run

“The fun of Mount Wawa is there’s
Tos of bush along the sides of the il
and the kids can m: a trails out
and around the b u
liani. “When you go out I
i o i v e i
cut-throughs and jumps.

volunteers wherever needed

opportunity nd snowboard,

10 just do it. You get 1o meet friends out

there and get away from the every day
stuff

We're responsible for the mainte.

d we'll be involved with

for the HMr\«hm

+ with the ski club.
We've done some minor renovar
tians work at the hill, and we're doing
nce work today. Over
ot 1 replace
> anal bulin tha hijds he ety

The Wawa Sno-Riders groom the
hill, in return for use of the facility for
starting point for their

Volunteers on the organizing com:
mittee include Ann Chataway — trea-
surer, Alan Chataway — volunteer co
ordinator, Bot — rental equip-

osalie Sauve and Sue Switzer

Ken Brezinski, who receives an hon-
crarm, the il supervisor resporsi
ble on of the equipment and
i

Rates for this coming winter are the
same as last year with one change.

Student rates have increased mar
ginally to §7 for a half day pass, $12
for a full day, $19 for a weekend and a
season’s pass is $121. All other prices
remain the same including seasons
passes — a child at $81, adult at $140
and a family pass is $364. Wouldn't
these make great Christmas gifts?

Anyone wishing to volunteer and re
quire further information can contact
Lynne Zuliani at 856-2416 or Alan
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A SNOWBOARDER FLIES HIGH undemesth the ski lift

TME 'CHALET as viewed from up th
S N T RTIEr

e hil at Mount Wawa's volunteer nperdled sking faclity
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