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Thige new developmenis are oc-
curring in Merrill which will im-
prove the city’s winter sports pro-
gram and Tacilities The Merrill
Park Board is in the process of
completing an addition and other
improvements on the warming
house at the Lion's Recrealion
Center, the Lions Club is contri-
buting materials for the construc-
tion of a ski tow on Wilson hill,
and the Recreation Department is
crganizing a Merrill 8ki Club. 1

‘The new warming house udd.illz

tl
the. old building and will make
for better facilities to actom-
modate more persons. Improve-
ments in the building include the
installatipn of toilet facilities for
‘bous and girls, and the installation
of a gas heating unit.

Summer activities will also'bene-
fit as toilet facilities were needed
for Little League baseball games
and for the Recreation Depart-
ment's baseball program. The fac-
ilities may now be suitable for
meeting use also.

Music during the skating season
will be provided by the installation
of the Lions P.A. system which is
now in excellent condition. The
t speakers will installed under
the broad eaves of the new roof
and the amplifier and a record
changer will be placed inside the
supervisor's cage inside the build-
inj ‘

g.

Materials for the ski tow on Wil-
:|son hill are being contributed by
" [the Lions Club in Merrill. After
completion the Recreation Depart-
ment will be responsible for its
supervision. Robert Egan of Mer-
rill has volunteered to supervise
the actual set up and construction
of the tow. -

Plana are for the tow to be com-
pleted for useé this winter, weather
- | apd_other factors permitting Egan
will need helpin working on the
tow and persons interested in as-
sisting should call him at 202W or
the Recreation Department at
520W,

He has had considerable experi-
-| ence as a skiler, having taught the
Jaycee ski school for several
years. His plans are being follow- |
ed in building this ow. s
traveled to several ski areas and
talked to ski tow builders in_var-
fous parts of the state before com-
ing up with the plans for the Mer-
rill tow.

This is One of the Lions Club's
many projects to better the com-
munity, particularly in the field of
‘winter facilities for young-
sters. lson Hill appears to be
the right size hill for beginners,
and a good practice hill for any-
one.

The tow will be locuted on (he
north end of the hill with the ski
slope immediately south of the tow
A snow fence will divide the ski-
tobogganing area.

All the necessary safety features
will be incorporated in the tow
and a check is being made with
the State Industrial Commission to
see if they have any specific- re-
quirements. The motor and all
ground level pulleys and mechani-
cal equipment will be enclosed. ‘A
safety gate will be installed at
the top of the hill to prevent any-
“|one from accidentally going too

far. This gate automatically trips
& switch which stops the tow in
-|such an emergency.
Plans to organize a Merrill 8ki
-|Club under the auspices of the Re-

creation Department have been
made. The initial meeting will be
held at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
3. in the Dramatics room of the
Senior High School. This meeting
will feature skiing movies and a
talk by Egan on skiing equipment.
-| Proposed activities of this new

group include assisting in the con-
struction of the tow at Wilson hill,
.| and planning some competitive ski
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to other skiing areas.
b-| Anyone interested in skiing, re-
gardless of whether they have ev-
skis

2 activity ‘which all members of the
family can enjoy.
Persons interested in work on
39 tow ;l:ed lm:t waléuior this
eeting to volunteer, Egan
or the Recreation Department at
the numbers listed abdve,
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